
Assess & Plan: Phase 2

Sample: Integrated Resource and Resilience Plan (IRRP) Objectives

Objective Description 

Resilience Improve the energy system’s ability to prepare for, withstand, recover from, 
and adapt to external shocks

Reliable Electric 
Service

Serving consumers with minimal disruptions in electric service

Electrification Providing convenient, affordable, reliable electric service is a common 
objective of communities

Minimize environmental 
impacts

Reducing the impacts of the energy sector on the environment may consider 
impacts on the global, regional, and local scales

Increase use of local 
resources versus 
imported resources

Use local resources to provide electricity services to improve energy security, 
support local economies, and provide local employment.

Diversify Supply Diversification may entail using several types of generation facilities, different 
types of fuels and resources, or using fuels from different suppliers. A diverse 
supply can increase the resilience of the energy system.

Increase Efficiency Increasing the efficiency on both the supply side and the demand side. 

Minimize Costs Cost minimization is a key impetus for pursuing an IRRP, and a key objective 
in planning. The costs to be minimized can include costs to the utility, costs 
to society as a whole (which may include environmental costs), costs to 
customers, capital costs, foreign exchange costs, and other costs.

Provide Social Benefits Providing the social benefits of electrification to more people (for example, 
refrigeration and light for health clinics and schools) should be pursued. 
Conversely, social harms (for example, household relocation due to power 
project development) are to be prevented or minimized.

Acquire Technology 
and Expertise

Acquiring human and institutional capacity can enable an energy system to 
be more resilient. 

Retail Flexibility Developing plans that are flexible enough to be modified with costs, political 
situations, economic outlook, or other conditions change. IRRPs explicitly 
account for uncertainty and risks.

Consult Stakeholders Diverse Stakeholders – including end users - are consulted throughout the 
IRRP process for data, validity, scenario development, action planning, and 
monitoring, reporting & verification.

Source: Developed from Best Practices Guide: Integrated Resource Planning for Electricity, U.S. Agency for 
International Development (2009)


