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ThiREta U.S. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY ST,

{20502) EERE PROJECT MANAGEMENT CENTER ;ﬁ 7 ;
NEPA DETERMINATION “’1*.“-‘6}‘5

RECIPIENT:City of Dubuque, IA (Subrecipient of the lowa Office of Energy Independence) STATE: |A

g{ﬁ.‘IECT U.S. Highway 52 Traffic Flow Enhancement Project

Funding Opportunity Announcement Number  Procurement Instrument Number NEPA Control Number CID Number
EE-FOA-0000013 0

Based on my review of the information concerning the proposed action, as NEPA Compliance Officer (authorized under DOE
Order 451.1A), I have made the following determination:

CX, EA, EIS APPENDIX AND NUMBER:
Description:

B5.1 Actions to conserve energy, demonstrate potential energy conservation, and promote energy-efficiency that do not
increase the indoor concentrations of potentially harmful substances. These actions may involve financial and technical
assistance to individuals (such as builders, owners, consultants, designers), organizations (such as utilities), and state
and local governments. Covered actions include, but are not limited to: programmed lowering of thermostat settings,
placement of timers on hot water heaters, installation of solar hot water systems, installation of efficient lighting,
improvements in generator efficiency and appliance efficiency ratings, development of energy-efficient manufacturing or
industrial practices, and small-scale conservation and renewable energy research and development and pilot projects.
The actions could involve building renovations or new structures in commercial, residential, agricultural, or industrial
sectors. These actions do not include rulemakings, standard-settings, or proposed DOE legislation.

Rational for determination:
The City of Dubugue proposes to use $500,000 of EECBG funds to install new fiber optic lines in the downtown area
of Dubuque along US Highway 52/Central Avenue corridor. Beginning at 13th Street, fiber optic conduit and fiber optic
cable will be installed in the existing public right of way by directionally boring (four inches) under the pavement and
continue along the US Highway 52/Central Avenue corridor to 22nd Street where it will connect to existing conduit.
The side of the street that the conduit will be placed varies along the length of the project. This will be installed at an
approximate depth of 42" below grade unless obstacles require a shallower or deeper installation. The fiber optic
conduit and cable installation will resume at 32nd Street, tie into existing conduit and continue along the corridor to
lowa 32 by boring under the pavement. At locations where hard surfaces are not present the contractor will have the
option ofinstalling the conduit by means of trenching and restoring the surface. The conduit will terminate and connect
to an existing traffic signal at lowa 32. Fiber conduit installation also includes fiber vaults, fiber hubs and hand holes at
various locations along the US Highway 52/Central Avenue. Fiber vaults, fiber hubs and hand holes will not exceed a
depth, width and length of 4 feet.

Five traffic signals will be replaced with LED signals including signal hardware, control cabinets, and monitoring
equipment. This will entail removing and installing traffic signal pole foundations, removing and installing hand holes,
removing and installing conduit between structures and erecting signal poles, mast arms and traffic signal equipment.
The conduit will be installed at an approximate depth of 24" below grade unless obstacles require a shallower or
deeper installation. At these intersections there will be sidewalk and curb ramp replacement to ADA standards where
they do not already exist. The existing traffic signal poles and foundations at 15th Street will be removed. All area and
disturbed ground that has a potential effect is located within the existing right of way of US Highway 52/Central
Avenue. The signal pole foundations, battery backup foundations, control cabinet foundations and hand holes will not
exceed a width/length of 3 feet and a depth of 14 feet.

Potential environmental impacts for the project include:

» There would be no impacts to any biological resources including threatened and endangered species, general
wildlife, sensitive habitats, or wetlands as the project is located in previously disturbed residential areas in City right-of-
way.

« The proposed project will not impact any wetlands, waters, or floodplains as it is located in a developed urban area.
Ground disturbance will be less than one acre.

* There are no plans to clear vegetation but if grass is disturbed, it will be re-seeded to match existing conditions.

* The SHPQ has reviewed the proposed project and found that there is one archeological site located immediately
adjacent to the SE corner of US 52 and S John Deere Road. The site is potentially eligible for listing in the National
Register. However, SHPO concluded that if new ground disturbance is limited to the shoulder (ten feet of existing hard
surface) of US 52 and/or S John Deere Road (for a length of 350 feet south of this intersection, the proposed project is
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not likely to have an adverse effect. Design plans show there will be no work in this area.

Based on the above information and proposed reduction in delays at five traffic lights, this project is Categorically
Excluded from further NEPA review under CX B5.1, Actions to Conserve Energy.

NEPA PROVISION
DOE has made a final NEPA determination for this award

Insert the following language in the award:

Insert the following language in the award:

You are required to:
If design changes are made for this project that involve undisturbed new rights-of way, easements or other areas, the
City will consult with SHPO prior to ground disturbing activities.

If the project activities uncover an item(s) that might be of archeological, historical or architectural interest, or if
important new archeological, historical, or architectural data should be encountered in the project Area of Potential
Effects, the contactor will make reasonable efforts to avoid further impacts to the property until an assessment can be
made by an archaeologist, architectural historian, or a historian meeting the appropriate Secretary of Interior's
standards.

Prior to the expenditure of Federal funds to implement any of the above- mentioned activities, the City of Dubuque has
the affirmative responsibility to ensure that it has a waste management plan addressing waste generated by their
proposed actions. The plan will describe the plan to dispose of any sanitary or hazardous waste, e.g., construction
and demolition debris, old light bulbs, lead ballasts, piping, roofing materials, discarded equipment, debris, asbestos,
etc. generated as a result of the proposed project. The recipient must ensure that it will comply with all federal, state
and local regulations for waste disposal.

Note to Specialist :

None Given.

SIGNATURE OF THIS MEMORANDUM CONSTITUTES A RECORD OF THIS DECISION.

" Date: 7/27/3"/?0

NEPA Compliance ©Officer

NEPA Compliance Officer Signature:

FIELD OFFICE MANAGER DETERMINATION

[l Field Office Manager review required

NCO REQUESTS THE FIELD OFFICE MANAGER REVIEW FOR THE FOLLOWING REASON:

[0  Proposed action fits within a categorical exclusion but involves a high profile or controversial issue that warrants Field Office
Manager's attention.

[0 Proposed action falls within an EA or EIS category and therefore requires Field Office Manager's review and determination.

BASED ON MY REVIEW [ CONCUR WITH THE DETERMINATION OF THE NCO :

Field Office Manager's Signature: Date:
Field Office Manager
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