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COLORADO HISTORICAL SOCIETY
&ﬁ OFFICE of ARCHAEOLOGY and HISTORIC PRESERVATION

File Search and Copy Price List
Effective July 10, 2008

A file search is conducted anytime OAHP staff is asked to supply information concerning cultural resources
or cultural resource surveys in a specific location. File search requests can be placed in person at OAHP,
phoned in (303-866-5216), Faxed (303-866-2711), or sent by e-mail ( file.search(@chs.state.co.us ).

The standard file search is a computer printout on 15” x 117 paper. The results include information from 34
data fields and are sorted by site number. Exact locations of archaeological and paleontological sites are only
provided to professionals who qualify under the Dissemination of Information - Access to Site Files: Policy/ Procedures

(1991).

A hardcopy printout of the results with an explanatory letter will be mailed. Let us know if you would like the
results e-mailed or put on a disk in an ASCII format (comma delimited fields that can be dumped into an
Excel spreadsheet or an Access database).

The charges listed below apply to most file search and photocopy requests. Please let us know if the request
is related to student research, a SHF grant, or is being conducted for a non-profit organization and we will
discount the fees.

Under normal circumstances, file search results will be sent out within five business days. A flat charge of
$288 will be assessed to file searches larger than 36 sections, 23,040 acres in unsectioned lands, or a
combination thereof. Invoices will be mailed with the search results. Requests requiring a faster turn around
time will be assessed a $15.00 surcharge and will be done as time allows.

Sectioned land $8 per section

Unsectioned land $8 per 640 acres. (Provide a shapefile or UTMs, along with a map)
Custom Searches* $20.00 per request

Site forms/reports photocopied $.20 a page (larger requests require more time to complete)

Site forms/reports e-mailed $.20 a page (larger requests require more time to complete)

Local Faxes $.50 a page

Long Distance Faxes $1.00 a page

* Customized Searches are generally searches based on criteria other than locational attributes. Please contact
OAHP at (303) 866-3395 if you have any questions or to get information concerning customized searches.


mailto:file.search@chs.state.co.us

Colorado Historical Society — Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation
1300 Broadway, Denver, CO 80203 303-866-3395

File Access Request
July 10, 2008

A completed and signed copy of this form is necessary for access to both the electronic and hardcopy
cultural resource files at the OAHP offices. Requests for information may also be submitted by telephone
(303-866-5216), e-mail (file.search@chs.state.co.us), or FAX (303-866-2711) and may require a signed user
agreement prior to release of restricted information.

Some of the information provided is confidential and may not be released to unauthorized individuals or
organizations. Confidential information includes, but is not limited to, locational information for all
archaeological and paleontological sites and locational information on owner-restricted National Register
property listings. If there is any question, please contact the landholding agency or OAHP.

Individual's Name: Dean T. Sather

Organization: Westwood Professional Services, Inc.

Address: 7699 Anagram Drive, Eden Prairie, MN 55344
Telephone: 952-906-7488 (direct) / 952-937-5150 (main office)
Reason for the Request: ~ Section 106 Related _ X Other
Project Name/Number:

Lead Government Agency: Anticipated: Department of Energy

Remarks/Special Requests: This request encompasses a larger area than is proposed as a project
footprint. We anticipate needing information regarding regional site distribution for further analytical
assessment.

Please complete information on the following page in addition to reading and signing the agreement on page 3.

Request Tracking
To be completed by OAHP staff only

Request Received by (OAHP staff): Date
Requested: inhouse_ ~  mail___  phone___ fax__  email___ Other
Locations of archaeological resources provided? Yes No_
File Search ID Date Completed
Fees
File Search $ Photocopies $ FAX $
Rush Job $ Custom Search $
Other (specify) Cost $

Total Cost $ Invoice Number:



mailto:file.search@chs.state

Forms, Documents or Maps Requested

List all documents, maps, site forms, images, etc., using reference numbers when possible. Attach additional
pages if needed. Specify if any portion of the document was not released.

Staff Assisting:

Staff Comments:

Compass access as a visitor (general times):

e | | " Fadacions profided? Descrbe
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
Request for Database Search
County Township  Range Sections
1. Phillips County /N 45,46W _1-36
2. Phillips County 8N 45,46W _1-36
3. Logan County /N 47,48W _1-36
4. Logan County 8N 47,48W _1-36
UTM Reference (please specify datum; NAD 27 is preferred)
; mE mN
B. ; mE mN
C. ; mE mN
D. ; mE mN

Custom Search Description:




User Agreement: OAHP Cultural Resource Files

All individuals requesting access to cultural resource or paleontological records housed at the Office of Archaeology
and Historical Preservation (OAHP) must complete and sign the following form prior to access. These records
include but are not limited to forms, documents, maps, and images concerning archaeological, historical,

architectural, and paleontological resources. The information provided on this form will help determine the nature
and extent of the records that will be provided.

Access to all or part of many cultural resource records is restricted. The criterion under which individuals may
obtain access to cultural resource information is provided in OAHP’s Dissemination of Information. Policy and
Procedures, 1991 (revised 2002). As outlined in that policy, access to archaeological information by non-
archaeologists is on a case-by-case basis and generally includes only select information.

I request access to the documents, forms, photographs or maps listed on this form. I have read and agreed to the

following conditions:

1. Some of the information provided is confidential and may not be released to unauthorized individuals or organizations.
Confidential information includes, but is not limited to, locational information for all archaeological and paleontological sites
and locational information on owner-restricted National Register property listings. If there is any question, please contact
the landholding agency or OAHP.

2. There are no guarantees as to the information’s accuracy or completeness and it may change frequently.

3. The information provided concerns cultural and paleontological resources that are under the jurisdiction, ownership, or
control of other entities, such as state and federal agencies, private individuals, and tribal governments. These properties
may be afforded additional levels of legislative protection related to the restrictions on cultural resource information. The
information will be used in compliance with applicable municipal, county, state, tribal or federal laws and regulations.

4. Information provided in a digital format is to remain in the sole possession of the undersigned. If digital information is
requested for use on a shared system, a signed statement detailing access and security on that system will be provided to
OAHP prior to release of the information. OAHP staff will review the statement to determine the nature and extent of
information to be provided.

5. OAHP documentary and photo collections are available to researchers for personal and scholarly use. Material from these
collections may not be published or reproduced, except that photocopies may be obtained under the fair use exception of
the US copyright code.

6. Access to records does not constitute permission to enter onto or conduct investigations on any of the land for which
records are provided. It is the users responsibility to obtain permission from the appropriate municipal, county, state,
federal, or tribal officials, or private property owners, before instituting any investigations on, or related to, their lands.
Copies of the products of such research should be sent to appropriate officials or landowners, and all permit terms and
conditions must be honored. Both the State and the landowner may pursue causes of action against the user in the event
the information is misused.

7. The absence of information concerning resources in a particular area does not necessarily indicate that none exist. The
absence of information concerning resources in a particular location may be due to a lack of survey investigations in that
area or incomplete information.

8. I understand that obtaining information on previously recorded cultural and paleontological resources does not constitute
review under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act or the State Register of Historic Properties Act.

Signature of User Date



COLORADO HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation
1300 Broadway Denver, Colorado 80203

April 26, 2010

Mzt. Dean T. Sather

Westwood Professional Services, Inc.
7699 Anagram Drive

Eden Prairie, MN 55344

Re: Wind Project in Logan and Phillips Counties
File Search No. 15762

At your request, the Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation has conducted a search of the Colorado Inventory
of Cultural Resources for the following locations: T7N R45-48W and T8N R45-48W, 6th PM.

28 sites and 16 surveys were located in the designated area(s).

If information on sites in the project area was found, detailed information follows the summary. If no sites or districts
were found, but surveys are known to have been conducted in the project area, survey information follows the summary.
We do not have complete information on surveys conducted in Colorado, and our site files cannot be considered
complete because most of the state has not been surveyed for cultural resources. There is the possibility that as yet
unidentified cultural resources exist within the proposed impact area.

Therefore, in the event there is Federal or State involvement, we recommend that a professional survey be conducted to
identify any cultural resources in the project area, which are eligible to be listed in the National Register of Historic
Places. We look forward to consulting with you regarding the effect of the proposed project on any eligible cultural
resource in accordance with the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation Procedures and the Preservation and
Protection of Historic and Cultural Resources (36 CFR 800). Please provide this office with the results of the cultural
resource survey for our review of professional adequacy and compliance with regulations.

If you have any questions, please contact the Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation at (303) 866-3395 or 3392.
Thank you for your interest in Colorado's cultural heritage.

Susan M. Collins
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer for Archaeology

*Information regarding significant archaeological resources is excluded from the Freedom of Information Act.
Therefore, legal locations of these resources must not be included in documents for public distribution.



Ryan Grohnke

From: Kari Block

Sent: Monday, May 24, 2010 2:17 PM

To: 'Michael.Menefee@colostate.edu’
Subject: Natural Heritage Program Data Request

Greetings Michael,

Thanks so much for speaking with me on the phone regarding a potential data request for a confidential energy project
in Logan and Phillips Counties, Colorado.

I downloaded the CoMap Version Public Lands file and overlaid my approximate boundary shapefile. | really appreciate
you letting me know about that dataset. You are right, itis great! Most of the area does fall within private lands.

Would you please give me an approximate fee estimate based on the attached shapefile (103 square miles) for the
different fee tiers.

Please let me know if you have any questions.
Thanks again for your time and assistance.

Kari
P P P P P i

RequestedArea.dbf RequestedArea.prj RequestedArea.sbx RequestedArea.sbn RequestedArea.shp RequestedArea.shp RequestedArea.shx
xml

Kari Block

Environmental Scientist

Westwood Professional Services
7699 Anagram Drive
Eden Prairie, MN 55344-7310

DIRECT 952-906-7477

EMAIL kari.block@westwoodps.com
MAIN 952-937-5150

FAX 95 2-937-5822

WEB www. westwoodps.com




Ryan Grohnke

From: Menefee,Michael [Michael.Menefee@ ColoState.EDU]
Sent: Friday, May 28, 2010 1:32 PM

To: Kari Block

Subject: RE: Natural Heritage Program Data Request
Attachments: confidentialenergyproj_coverlttr_cnhp052010.pdf
Hello Kari,

Normally there would be a slew of reports and potentially spatial data to go with the results, but as you know this search
yielded very little info as there were no tracked records at all in the search area provided to CNHP. Thus, there is only a
cover letter attached. In the letter on the first page we state that there were no CNHP-designated Potential
Conservation Areas (PCAs) in the project area. On the second page is where we state no sensitive species records were
found (and also where the nearest P. Chicken record was found). Please feel free to forward any questions or concerns
and thanks again so much for the data request. You all were terrific to work with. Shall | have CSU accounting reference
a project code on your invoice?

Thanks again and happy Memorial Day weekend,
Michael D. Menefee

Environmental Review Coordinator
Colorado Natural Heritage Program
Colorado State University

254 General Services Building

1474 Campus Delivery

Fort Collins, CO 80523-1474

Phone: (970)491-7331 -- Fax: (970)491-3349

Visit CNHP Online At:
http://www.cnhp.colostate.edu
Also Please Check out the CNHP blog!

From: Kari Block [mailto:Kari.Block@westwoodps.com]
Sent: Wednesday, May 26, 2010 7:38 PM

To: Menefee,Michael

Subject: RE: Natural Heritage Program Data Request

Greetings Michael,

My supervisor gave me the go ahead on the order. | left a message on your phone but | thought just in case you didn’t
receive the message | would send a quick email.

I will be in all day tomorrow and Friday if you have any questions or comments.

Thanks so much for your time and assistance!!
Kari

Kari Block

Environmental Scientist

Westwood Professional Services
7699 Anagram Drive
Eden Prairie, MN 55344-7310



DIRECT 952-906-7477

EMAIL kari.block@westwoodps.com
MAIN 952-937-5150

FAX 95 2-937-5822

WEB www.westwoodps.com

From: Menefee,Michael [mailto:Michael.Menefee@ColoState.EDU]
Sent: Monday, May 24, 2010 6:43 PM

To: Kari Block

Subject: RE: Natural Heritage Program Data Request

Thanks much Kari, | should be back with estimates this week. And just to confirm, for this data request we would only
be pulling data from within the boundaries of your shapefile with no added search buffer correct?

Cheers,
Michael D. Menefee

Environmental Review Coordinator
Colorado Natural Heritage Program
Colorado State University

254 General Services Building

1474 Campus Delivery

Fort Collins, CO 80523-1474

Phone: (970)491-7331 -- Fax: (970)491-3349

Visit CNHP Online At:
http://www.cnhp.colostate.edu
Also Please Check out the CNHP blog!

From: Kari Block [mailto:Kari.Block@westwoodps.com]
Sent: Monday, May 24, 2010 1:17 PM

To: Menefee,Michael

Subject: Natural Heritage Program Data Request

Greetings Michael,

Thanks so much for speaking with me on the phone regarding a potential data request for a confidential energy project in Logan and
Phillips Counties, Colorado.

| downloaded the CoMap Version Public Lands file and overlaid my approximate boundary shapefile. | really appreciate you letting
me know about that dataset. You are right, it is great! Most of the area does fall within private lands.

Would you please give me an approximate fee estimate based on the attached shapefile (103 square miles) for the different fee
tiers.

Please let me know if you have any questions.

Thanks again for your time and assistance.
Kari

Kari Block

Environmental Scientist

Westwood Professional Services
7699 Anagram Drive
Eden Prairie, MN 55344-7310



DIRECT 952-906-7477

EMAIL kari.block@westwoodps.com
MAIN 952-937-5150
FAX 95 2-937-5822

WEB www. westwoodps.com
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Iniversity
Knowledge to Go Places
May 28, 2010

Kari Block

Environmental Scientist
Westwood Professional Services
7699 Anagram Drive

Eden Prairie, MN 55344-7310

Dear Kari:

The Colorado Natural Heritage Program (CNHP) is in receipt of your request for information regarding a
confidential energy project in Logan and Phillips Counties, Colorado. In response, I have searched our
Biodiversity Tracking and Conservation System (BIOTICS) for natural heritage elements (occurrences of
significant natural communities and rare, threatened or endangered plants and animals) documented from the
vicinity of the area specified in your request, specifically within a two-mile radius of the shapefile Westwood
Professional Services provided to CNHP for the purposes of this data request.

The enclosed report describes natural heritage resources known from this area and gives location (by
Township, Range, and Section), precision information, and the date of last observation of the element at that
location. This report includes elements known to occur within the specified project site, as well as elements
known from similar landscapes near the site. Please note that “precision” reflects the resolution of original
data. For example, an herbarium record from “4 miles east of Colorado Springs” provides much less spatial
information than a topographic map showing the exact location of the occurrence. ‘“Precision” codes of
Seconds, Minutes, and General are defined in the footer of the enclosed report.

The report also outlines the status of known elements. We have included status according to Natural Heritage
Program methodology and legal status under state and federal statutes. Natural Heritage ranks are
standardized across the Heritage Program network, and are assigned for global and state levels of rarity. They
range from “1” for critically imperiled or extremely rare elements, to “5” for those that are demonstrably
secure.

You may notice that some occurrences do not have sections listed. Those species have been designated as
“sensitive” due to their rarity and threats by human activity. Peregrine falcons, for example, are susceptible to
human breeders removing falcon eggs from their nests. For these species, CNHP does not normally provide
location information beyond township and range. Please contact us should you require more detailed
information for sensitive occurrences.

There are no CNHP designated Potential Conservation Areas (PCAs) located within your project area. In
order to successfully protect populations or occurrences, it is necessary to delineate conservation areas. These
conservation areas focus on capturing the ecological processes that are necessary to support the continued
existence of a particular element of natural heritage significance. Conservation areas may include a single
occurrence of a rare element or a suite of rare elements or significant features.




The goal of the process is to identify a land area that can provide the habitat and ecological processes upon
which a particular element or suite of elements depends for their continued existence. The best available
knowledge of each species' life history is used in conjunction with information about topographic, geomorphic,
and hydrologic features, vegetative cover, as well as current and potential land uses. The proposed boundary
does not automatically exclude all activity. It is hypothesized that some activities will cause degradation to the
element or the process on which they depend, while others will not. Consideration of specific activities or land
use changes proposed within or adjacent to the preliminary conservation planning boundary should be
carefully considered and evaluated for their consequences to the element on which the conservation unit is
based.

The Colorado Division of Wildlife has legal authority over wildlife in the state. CDOW would therefore be
responsible for the evaluation of and final decisions regarding any potential effects a proposed project may
have on wildlife. If you would like more specific information regarding these or other vertebrate species in the
vicinity of the area of interest, please contact the Colorado Division of Wildlife.

The information contained herein represents the results of a search of Colorado Natural Heritage Program's
(CNHP) Biodiversity Tracking and Conservation System (BIOTICS), and can be used as notice to anticipate
possible impacts or identify areas of interest. Care should be taken in interpreting these data. Sensitive
elements are currently not known from within a two-mile radius of the proposed project area, but additional
undocumented elements may also exist. The nearest tracked element is an occurrence record for Greater
Prairie Chicken (Tympanuchus cupido pinnatus) that is located over 4 miles south of the southeast corner of
the project area. Please note that the absence of data for a particular area, species, or habitat does not
necessarily mean that these natural heritage resources do not occur on or adjacent to the project site, rather that
our files do not currently contain information to document their presence. CNHP information should not
replace field studies necessary for more localized planning efforts, especially if impacts to wildlife habitat are
possible.

Although every attempt is made to provide the most current and precise information possible, please be aware
that some of our sources provide a higher level of accuracy than others, and some interpretation may be
required. CNHP's data system is constantly updated and revised. Please contact CNHP for an update or
assistance with interpretation of this natural heritage information.

The data contained in the report is the product and property of the Colorado Natural Heritage Program
(CNHP), a sponsored program at Colorado State University (CSU). The data contained herein are provided on
an as is, as available basis without warranties of any kind, expressed or implied, including (but not limited to)
warranties of merchantability, fitness for a particular purpose, and non-infringement. CNHP, CSU and the
state of Colorado further expressly disclaim any warranty that the data are error free or current as of the date
supplied.

Sincerely,
Michael Menefee

Environmental Review Coordinator

Enc.
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Westwood

Westwood Professional Services

April 20, 2010

7699 Anagram Drive
Eden Prairie, MN 55344

MAIN  952-037-5150

Fax  952-937-5822

TOLL FREE 1-888-937-5150
EMall wps@westwoodps.com

Mr. Tom Kroening www.westwoodps.com
District Wildlife Manager

Colorado Division of Wildlife

Brush Field Office

122 East Edison

Brush, CO 80723

Re: Proposed NECO Wind Power Project
Phillips and Logan Counties, Colorado
File No. 20101033

Dear Mr. Kroening:

Westwood Professional Services is assisting the U. S. Department of Energy (DOE)
and NECO Wind, LLC in the preparation of a federal Environmental Assessment
(EA) for the proposed 30 MW NECO wind power project in Phillips and Logan
counties, Colorado. DOE has awarded NECO Wind, LLC a grant pursuant to the
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) and determined that an EA is
required under DOE NEPA regulations. With this letter, we are initiating
coordination with the Colorado Division of Wildlife. We would appreciate the
Division’s input on any known threatened or endangered species or other natural
resource issues associated with the project area and guidance regarding recommended
field surveys.

The NECO project area consists of approximately 60.6 square miles in Phillips and
Logan counties just south of Haxtun, Colorado (Exhibit 1). NECO Wind, LLC is
proposing to construct 17-20 wind turbines within this project footprint. The number
of turbines to be constructed will depend on the model selected. The project will
include private access roads, underground collector cables, up to two permanent
meteorological towers and an interconnection substation. An operations and
maintenance facility may be placed on the site in the future but is not currently
proposed. The overall project footprint encompasses portions of the following
sections:

Township | Range | Sections | County
TN 45 W 6,7,18,19 Phillips
7N 46 W 1-18, 24 Phillips
7N 47 W 1-18 Logan
7N 48 W 1,12,13 Logan
&N 46 W 31-33 Phillips
8N 47 W 21-29, 31-36 Logan
8N 48 W 36 Logan

TWIN CITIES/METRO 5T. CLOUD ERAINERD



W

Westwood

Mr. Tom Kroening
April 20, 2010
Page 2

It is currently anticipated that these turbines will be constructed in the northwest
portion of the project footprint within Logan County. NECO Wind, LLC has
committed to developing a final turbine layout that optimizes the available wind
resource while minimizing the potential for adverse environmental impacts. All
decisions with respect to equipment selection, site layout, and spacing are designed to
make the most efficient use of land and wind resources. The turbine selected for the
project will be dependent on the most appropriate technology available at the time of
ordering equipment prior to construction.

We appreciate any initial comments you might have regarding the project area and
recommendations for any appropriate wildlife field investigations or surveys. Given
that the spring season is underway, an expeditious reply would be much appreciated.
If you have any questions on this request, I can be reached at (952) 697-5706.

Sincerely,

WES f WOOD PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

Ronald P. Peterson
Director of Environmental Services

Enc.

planning > engineering > surveying



© 2010 Westwood Professional Services, Inc.
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Legend NECO Wind, LLC

v Westwood Professional Services, Inc. ) Logan and Phillips Counties, Colorado
Eden Pra'\rgie, MN 55344 ﬂ PrO]eCt Area
e Project Location Map
FAX 952-937-5822 L County Boundary J
TOLL FREE  1-888-937-5150

Westwood  wwwwestwoodps.com . Highway EXHIBIT 1

Data Source(s): ESRI (2009); National Wind (2010); and Westwood PS (2010).
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Westwood Professional Services

April 20, 2010

7699 Anagram Drive
Eden Prairie, MN 55344

MAIN  952-037-5150
Fax  952-937-5822

ToLL FREE 1-888-937-5150
EnMalL wps@westwoodps.com
v Ms. Susan Linner www,we:twuodps.co;
Field Supervisor for Ecological Services
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Westwood 775 Parfet Street, Suite 361

Lakewood, CO 80215

Re: Proposed NECO Wind Power Project
Phillips and Logan Counties, Colorado
File No. 20101033

Dear Ms. Linner:

Westwood Professional Services is assisting the U. S. Department of Energy (DOE)
and NECO Wind, LLC in the preparation of a federal Environmental Assessment
(EA) for the proposed 30 MW NECO wind power project in Phillips and Logan
counties, Colorado. DOE has awarded NECO Wind, LLC with a grant pursuant to
the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) and determined that an EA is
required under DOE NEPA regulations. With this letter, we are initiating
coordination with the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service under the Fish and Wildlife
Coordination Act of 1934 (as amended) and the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (as
amended). We would appreciate the Service’s input on any known threatened or
endangered species or other natural resource issues associated with the project area
and guidance regarding recommended field surveys.

The NECO project area consists of approximately 60.6 square miles in Phillips and
Logan counties just south of Haxtun, Colorado (Exhibit 1). NECO Wind, LLC is
proposing to construct 17-20 wind turbines within this project footprint. The number
of turbines to be constructed will depend on the model selected. The project will
include private access roads, underground collector cables, up to two permanent
meteorological towers and an interconnection substation. An operations and
maintenance facility may be placed on the site in the future but is not currently
proposed. The overall project footprint encompasses portions of the following

sections:

Township | Range | Sections | County
7N 45 W 6,7,18,19 Phillips
7N 46 W 1-18, 24 Phillips
7N 47 W 1-18 Logan
7N 48 W 1,12,13 Logan
8 N 46 W 31-33 Phillips
8N 47 W 21-29, 31-36 Logan
8N 48 W 36 Logan

TWIN CITIES/METRO 5T. CLOUD ERAINERD
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Westwood

Ms. Susan Linner
April 20, 2010
Page 2

It is currently anticipated that these turbines will be constructed in the northwest
portion of the project footprint within Logan County. NECO Wind, LLC has
committed to developing a final turbine layout that optimizes the available wind
resource while minimizing the potential for adverse environmental impacts. All
decisions with respect to equipment selection, site layout, and spacing are designed to
make the most efficient use of land and wind resources. The turbine selected for the
project will be dependent on the most appropriate technology available at the time of
ordering equipment prior to construction.

We appreciate any initial comments you might have regarding the project area and
recommendations for any appropriate wildlife field investigations or surveys. Given
that the spring season is underway, an expeditious reply would be much appreciated.
If you have any questions on this request, I can be reached at (952) 697-5706.

Sincerely,

WES f WOOD PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

Ronald P. Peterson
Director of Environmental Services

Enc.

planning > engineering > surveying
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Data Source(s): ESRI (2009); National Wind (2010); and Westwood PS (2010).
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United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Ecological Services
Colorado Field Office
P.O. Box 25486, DFC (65412)
Denver, Colorado 80225-0486

IN REPLY REFER TO:
ES/CO: T&E/Species list
TAILS: 65412-2010-SL-0402

MAY 1 3 2010

Mr. Ronald Peterson

Westwood Professional Services
7699 Anagram Drive

Eden Prairie, Minnesota 55344

Dear Mr. Peterson:

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) received your April 20, 2010, letter and project location
map regarding the U.S. Department of Energy’s (DOE) American Recovery and Reinvestment Act
funding of NECO Wind, LLC’s proposed NECO Wind Energy Project in Logan and Phillips
Counties, Colorado. These comments have been prepared under the provisions of the Endangered
Species Act of 1973 (ESA), as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et. seq.), the Bald and Golden Eagle
Protection Act of 1940 (BGEPA), as amended (16 U.S.C. 668 et. seq.), the Migratory Bird Treaty Act
of 1918 (MBTA), as amended (16 U.S.C. 703 et. seq.), and the National Environmental Policy Act

(NEPA) of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321-4327).

For your convenience, we have enclosed a list of Colorado’s threatened and endangered species, as
well as the counties in which they are known to occur. We do not have site specific information
available to us. If questions regarding the presence of an endangered species, the extent of its habitat,
or the effects of a particular action need to be resolved, the Service recommends that a knowledgeable

consultant conduct habitat assessments, trapping studies, or provide recommendations regarding
options under the ESA. Due to staffing constraints, the Colorado Field Office cannot provide you with

these services,

Since 1978, the Service has consistently taken the position in its section 7 consultations that Federal
agency actions resulting in existing or new water depletions to the Platte River system may affect the
endangered whooping crane (Grus americana), endangered interior least tern (Sterna antillarum),
threatened piping plover (Charadrius melodus), endangered pallid sturgeon (Scaphirhynchus albus),

threatened western prairie fringed orchid (Platanthera praeclara), and designated critical habitat for
atte River in Nebraska. Project elements that could be associated

stem include, but are not limited to, ponds (detention/recreation/
orage/municipal storage/power generation), reservoirs
power generation), pipelines, wells, diversion

and water use for wind energy development.

the whooping crane in the central Pl
with depletions to the Platte River sy
irrigation storage), lakes (recreation/irrigation st
(recreation/ irrigation storage/municipal storage/
structures, water/wastewater treatment facilities,

If DOE and the applicant determine that there are depletions associated with the project, DOE should

request initiation of formal section 7 consultation in a letter to my office. A request for initiation of
projects associated with depletions to the central Platte

formal section 7 consultation on water-related
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River should include a complete project description including water-related project elements, origin of
water associated with the proposed project, and the nature and estimated amount of water use under
build-out conditions. Completion of the consultation will be based on the date of receipt of the
information required to conduct the consultation.

The Service supports the development of wind power as an alternative energy source. However, if not
appropriately designed and sited, turbines and wind farms can have negative impacts on wildlife and
their habitats. On July 10, 2003, we released Interim Guidance on Avoiding and Minimizing Impacts
1o Wildlife from Wind Turbines (Guidance) (http://www.fws. gov/habitatconservation/wind.html).
These voluntary siting guidelines are intended to assist developers in avoiding and minimizing impacts
from wind turbines to wildlife and their habitats. They are based on the best information available and
were developed by a team of Federal, State, university, and wind energy industry biologists.

Two years of pre-construction surveys to identify and avoid/minimize any potential wildlife impacts
followed by 1-3 years of post-construction surveys/monitoring are highly recommended at all
developed sites. Pre- and post-development studies and monitoring may be conducted by any
qualified wildlife biologist without regard to his/her affiliation or interest in the site.

Please also be aware of the potential application of the MBTA and the BGEPA. The MBTA prohibits
taking, killing, possession, transportation, and importation of migratory birds, their eggs, parts, and

nests, except when specifically authorized by the Department of the Interior. Unlike the ESA, neither
the MBTA nor its implementing regulations (50 CFR Part 21) provide for permitting “incidental take”

of migratory birds.

While the MBTA has no provision for allowing unauthorized take, the Service realizes that some birds
may be killed at structures such as wind turbines even if all reasonable measures to protect them are
used. The Service’s Office of Law Enforcement carries out its mission to protect migratory birds
through investigations and enforcement, as well as by fostering relationships with individuals,
companies, and industries that have taken effective steps to minimize their impacts on migratory birds,
and by encouraging others to enact such programs. It is not possible to absolve individuals,
companies, or agencies from liability even if they implement avian mortality avoidance or similar
conservation measures. However, the Office of Law Enforcement focuses its resources on
investigating and prosecuting individuals and companies that take migratory birds without regard for
their actions or without implementing all reasonable measures to avoid take.

The BGEPA prohibits knowingly taking or taking with wanton disregard for the consequences of an
activity, any bald or golden eagles or their body parts, nests, or eggs, which includes collection,
molestation, disturbance, or killing activities, unless allowed by permit. The term “disturb” under the
BGEPA means to agitate or bother a bald or golden eagle to a degree that causes, or is likely to cause,
based on the best scientific information available, 1) injury to an eagle, 2) a decrease in its
productivity, by substantially interfering with normal breeding, feeding, or sheltering behavior, or 3)
nest abandonment, by substantially interfering with normal breeding, feeding, or sheltering behavior.

Protective measures to help reduce possible impacts to migratory birds and other raptors should be
installed whenever possible. For example, 7 CFR § 1724.52 allows for deviations from construction
standards for raptor protection, provided that structures are designed and constructed in accordance
with the Avian Power Line Interaction Committee’s (APLIC) Suggested Practices for Avian
Protection on Power Lines: The State of the Art in 2006, by the Edison Electric Institute, APLIC, and
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the California Energy Commission. The regulation requires that such structures be in accordance with
the National Electrical Safety Code and applicable State and local regulations.

If a formal section 7 consultation is required, the Service will make every effort to accommodate the
applicant’s schedules to prevent project delays. If your office or the applicant would like to discuss
the proposed project in relation to Platte River system depletive issues in Colorado, please contact
Sandy Vana-Miller in my office at (303) 236-4748.

Sincerely,

-~

Susan C. Linner
Colorado Field Supervisor

Enclosure: Species List

ce: FWSR6/ES/LK, S. Vana-Miller



Department of Energy
Golden Field Office
1617 Cole Boulevard
Golden, Colorado 80401-3393

September 6, 2011

Ms. Sandy Vana-Miller

U.S. Department of Interior
Fish and Wildlife Service
P.O. Box 25486 DFC (65412)
Denver, CO 80225-0486

Re: Pre-Construction Avian Surveys and Risk Assessment for Haxtun Wind Project
Logan and Phillips Counties, Colorado

Dear Ms. Vana-Miller:

Please find enclosed the avian survey and risk assessment prepared for the 30 MW Haxtun Wind Project
in Phillips and Logan counties. This assessment has been completed in support of a federal
Environmental Assessment (EA) being prepared for the project by the U. S. Department of Energy
(DOE). The methodologies and analyses in the risk assessment are based on protocols that were
developed in cooperation with your office and the Colorado Department of Wildlife.

The studies and methods are consistent with the Pre-Construction Winter and Spring Survey Protocol
document prepared by Westwood Professional Services, revised December 15, 2010. The only
significant deviation from this plan was the discontinuation of survey for mountain plover following the
May 11, 2011 USFWS determination that the mountain plover is not threatened or endangered throughout
all or significant portions of its range.

Please refer to the report for observations and conclusions regarding the presence of various avian species
and opinions regarding the risk evaluation for the facility. Please let us know if you have any questions

regarding the enclosed material.

Sincerely,

Melissa Rossiter
U.S. Department of Energy

Enclosure
cc: Ms. Wendy Figueroa, Colorado Division of Wildlife

Federal Recycling Program @ Printed on Recycled Paper
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Septemgcr 9, 2011

Melissa Rossiter

Environmental Protection Specialist
Department of Energy

Golden Field Office

1617 Cole Boulevard

Golden, CO 80401

Re: Haxtun Wind Project (CHS #57850)
Dear Ms. Rossiter:

Thank you for your cotrespondence dated and received by August 22, 2011 regarding the review of
the above-mentioned project under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (Section

106).

After review of the provided information, we are unable to concur with the recommended findings
of eligibility for the surveyed propetties because no developmental histories for the surveyed
properties were included on the survey forms. We recommend considering the surveyed propertics
cligible for the National Register of Historic Places for the purposed of Section 106. In our opinion,
a finding of no adverse effect [36 CFR 800.5(b)] is the appropriate finding under Section 106 for the
project.

If unidentified archaeological resources are discovered during construction, work must be
interrupted until the resources have been evaluated in terms of the National Register criteria, 36
CRF 60.4, in consultation with this office.

We request being involved in the consultation process with the local government, which as
stipulated in 36 CFR 800.3 is required to be notified of the undertaking, and with other consulting
parties. Additional information provided by the local government or consulting parties might cause
our office to re-evaluate our eligibility and potential effect findings.

Please note that our compliance letter does not end the 30-day review period provided to other
consulting parties.

If we may be of further assistance, please contact Amy Pallante, our Section 106 Compliance
Manager, at (303) 866-4678.

Sincerely,

. \"-' )
Edward C. Nichols
State Historic Preservation Officer
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