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Attachment C-4: NTIA Notification 
 



      

 
Date:      6/25/2010          

Type of Notification:    NEW 

Project:        Heartland Community College Wind Energy Project   

County:     McLean 

State:      Illinois 

Project Sponsor:    U.S Department of Energy: Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy 

DOE NEPA Document Manager:    DOE Support NEPA Document Manager: 
 

John Jediny     Jim Ferro  
John.Jediny@ee.doe.gov   Jim.Ferro@ee.doe.gov  
Work- (202) 586-4790    Work- (703) 218-2546 
Mobile - (202) 465-0045   Mobile- (703) 231-0501 
 

DOE Mailing Address: 
 

John Jediny (EE-3C) 
1000 Independence Ave., SW 
Washington, DC 20585 
Room: 5H-095 

 
Turbine Description:     

Number of Turbines:    1 
Turbine Size:  1.5 MW 
Turbine Hub Height AGL (meters):    60-80 
Turbine Blade Diameter (meters):  50-65 
Maximum Blade Tip Height AGL (meters):    85-112 

 

 

 

(X) :Turbine Locations:   

GPS:    40.537781, -89.015576 (Google Earth) 

Street Address:  1500 Raab Road, Normal, IL 61761 

Turbines Latitude Longitude 
Turbine #1 40.537781 -89.015576 
 40-32-I4.39N 

 
89-00-54.77W 

   
   
   
   

mailto:John.Jediny@ee.doe.gov
mailto:Jim.Ferro@ee.doe.gov


      

 
   
 

Not Applicable : Wind Farm Boundary Points:   

If the specific locations of the turbines have not been selected, identify the boundaries of an 
area that will contain the proposed facility.  Using latitude/ longitude coordinates, complete a 
polygon that will enclose the potential turbine locations.   

Potential Turbine Boundary Latitude Longitude 
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
 

Maps:   PLEASE SEE ATTACHED 

 

Submitted to: 

Edward Davison     

Email:    edavison@ntia.doc.gov 
Work Phone:   (202) 482-5526 
National Telecommunications & Information Administration (NTIA) 
Domestic Spectrum Policies & IRAC Support Division (DSID) 
 
& 

Joyce C. Henry  

Email:    jhenry@ntia.doc.gov 
Work Phone:   (202) 482-1850/51 
National Telecommunications & Information Administration (NTIA) 
Office of Spectrum Management/HQ 
 

mailto:edavison@ntia.doc.gov
mailto:jhenry@ntia.doc.gov
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Attachment C-5:  USFWS Consultation 

 



September 7, 2010

Richard C. Nelson
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Rock Island Field Office
1511 47th Avenue
Moline, IL 61265
                     
Subject: Section 7 Endangered Species Consultation

Heartland Community College’s Wind Energy Project, McLean County, IL

Mr. Nelson,

The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) is requesting concurrence from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(FWS) that the proposed Heartland Community College’s Wind Energy Project, McLean County, Illinois is not 
likely to adversely affect the endangered Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis) and will have no effect on the Eastern 
prairie fringed orchid (Platanthaera leucophaea). This request is being submitted after close consultation with 
Mr. Jeff Gosse in the FWS Midwest Region/Region 3 Office on the process for “Recovery Act” funded wind 
power projects.

DOE has reviewed the FWS Environmental Conservation Online System to determine that there is no known 
critical habitat present at the project site. DOE has also obtained the list of threatened, endangered, candidate 
species for McLean County from the FWS Midwest Region 3 Section 7(a)(2) Technical Assistance Website.
From this list DOE has determined the following species have potential to occur in McLean County: the Indiana 
bat, federally-listed threatened, and the Eastern prairie fringed orchid, federally-listed Threatened. As further 
described below, the proposed project site is an actively landscaped grass lawn on a college campus, and thus is 
not suitable habitat for the Eastern prairie fringed orchid. DOE therefore concludes that this project would have 
no effect on the species. 

The project consists of a proposed single 1.5 megawatt (MW) wind turbine along with an associated gravel 
access road and electrical transmission equipment.  The turbine would be installed on the northern end of 
Heartland Community College, just south of Interstate 55 in Normal, IL (GPS: Lat. 40.537781, Long. -
89.015576). The elevation of the turbine site is 850 feet. The specific model of wind turbine to be installed has 
not been selected; however Heartland Community College has submitted their preferred total turbine height of 
397 feet above ground level to the Federal Aviation Administration for their review.

A review of the Indiana Bat (Myotis sodalis) Draft Recovery Plan: First Revision (USFWS; April 2007) 
indicates no summer records of the Indiana bat in McLean County, Illinois, and the nearest known hibernaculum 
and designated critical habitat is Black Ball Mines in LaSalle County, Illinois (Priority 2 hibernaculum),
approximately 56 miles north of the proposed project area (Pecumsaugan Creek - Blackball Mines Nature 
Preserve). The proposed project site does not include suitable wintering habitat (hibernacula), and there is no
known highly suitable foraging habitat for this species in the area. Mature trees and/or undisturbed habitats do 
not occur on the site and the surrounding area is predominantly agricultural. The nearest known summer 
(maternal roosting) habitat is at Middle Fork River County Forest Preserve, approximately 57 miles to the 
southeast of the proposed project location.



The Illinois Department of Natural Resources (DNR) was consulted regarding this project and their Ecological 
Compliance Assessment Tool (EcoCAT) was used to evaluate the proposed site.  The EcoCAT system was used 
as part of the Department’s Consultation for Endangered Species and Natural Area Protection (Part 1075). The 
EcoCAT system includes a proximity review for threatened or endangered species occurrences within the 
Project’s vicinity. The Illinois DNR issued a letter to the project proponent indicating that, “The natural resource 
review provided by EcoCAT identified protected resources that may be in the vicinity of the proposed action. 
The Department has evaluated this information and concluded that adverse effects are unlikely. Therefore, 
consultation under 17 III. Adm. Code Part 1075 is terminated.”  

The proposed project site does not include suitable wintering (hibernacula), summer (maternal roosting habitat), 
or foraging habitat for this species and is unlikely to be within a major migratory pathway. Based on the lack of 
known occurrences of this species or suitable habitats (hibernacula or summer roosting habitat) at or near the 
proposed project site, the likelihood that this project will affect individuals of this species or suitable habitats is 
discountable. The risk to migrating individuals is more difficult to characterize because little is known of the 
migratory patterns of this species. Based on this uncertainty, it is appropriate to conclude that the proposed 
project may affect, but is not likely to adversely affect the Indiana bat due to discountable effects.

Pursuant to the requirements under Section 7(a) (2) of the Endangered Species Act and the
FWS implementing regulations (50 CFR Part 402), DOE respectfully requests concurrence with the 
determination that the installation and operation of the Heartland Community College’s Wind Energy project in 
McLean County is not likely to adversely affect the Indiana bat. It is DOE’s opinion that review and 
concurrence on this project does not negate the comprehensive approach for evaluation of these types of projects 
as a group.  DOE is respectfully requesting concurrence as expeditiously as possible for this DOE “Recovery 
Act” funded project. DOE appreciates the importance USFWS is placing on all of the reviews of the DOE 
“Recovery Act” funded projects as we understand the matter was discussed during the September 1, 2010 
Region 3 – Field Office meeting.

DOE is preparing a Draft Environmental Assessment under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA 40 
CFR 1500-1508) for this project, and will describe the potential impacts to biological resources, including 
eagles and other migratory birds in that document; DOE will notify your office of the availability of this 
document.

Please contact the DOE Document Manager Mr. John Jediny at 202-586-4790 or John.Jediny@ee.doe.gov or 
the NEPA Compliance Officer Mr. Pete Yerace at 513-218-4069 or Pete.Yerace@emcbc.doe.gov with any 
questions regarding this consultation.

Sincerely,

Pete Yerace
NEPA Compliance Officer

Enclosures:
Figures 1, 2
Aerial Maps

cc: Mr. Jeff Gosse, USFWS Region 3 (w/ attachments)
Mr. Matthew Sailor, USFWS Region 3 (w/ attachments)
Ms. Heidi Woeber, USFWS Region 3 (w/ attachments)
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United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Rock Island Field Office

1511 47th Avenue
Moline, Illinois 61265

Phone: (309) 757-5800 Fax: (309) 757-5807
IN REPLY REFER

TO:

FWS/RIFO

September 10,2010

Mr. Pete Yerace
NEPA Compliance Officer
Department of Energy
Washington, DC 20585

Dear Mr. Yerace:

U.s.
FISH & WILDLIFE

SERVICE

We have reviewed your letter dated September 3,2010, regarding the Heartland Community
College Wind Energy Project, McLean County, Illinois. Heartland Community College plans to
install a single wind turbine at their college campus in Normal, Illinois. The 1.5 megawatt wind
turbine will be 397 feet tall. The project will require a gravel access road, and underground
electrical transmission equipment. Heartland Community College is applying to receive a grant
through the United States Department of Energy (DOE) as part of the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act Community Renewable Energy Program. As the grantor, DOE is the Federal
action agency. We have the following comments.

We understand from the letter that there is no suitable habitat in the project area for the federally
listed eastern prairie fringed orchid (Piatanthera ieucophaea). The proposed Heartland
Community College site is a landscaped grass lawn. We concur with your determination that the
proposed project will have no effect on this species.

In regard to the federally listed endangered Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), there are no summer
records for the Indiana bat in McLean County, Illinois, and the nearest known hibernaculum and
designated critical habitat area is Blackball Mine in LaSalle County, Illinois (Priority 2
hibernaculum), 56 miles north of the proposed project area. The proposed project site does not
include suitable wintering habitat (hibernacula), and there is no known highly suitable foraging
habitat for this species in the area. Mature trees and/or undisturbed habitats do not occur on the
site and the surrounding area is predominantly agricultural. The nearest known summer
(maternal roosting) habitat is at Middle Fork River County Forest Preserve, approximately 57
miles to the southeast of the proposed project location. The risk to migrating individuals is
difficult to characterize because little is known of the migratory patterns of this species. Based
on the site information, the small scale of the project (a single turbine), and the uncertainty of
migratory patterns, you have concluded that the proposed project may affect, but is not likely to



Mr. Pete Yerace 2

adversely affect the Indiana bat, and that the likelihood for take is discountable. We concur with
your determination.

We recommend that the DOE encourage "Renewable Energy Grant Funds" grant recipients to
monitor wind turbines for impacts to birds and bats, and require notification to DOE and this
office if operation of wind turbines results in mortality of these species. Should the project be
modified or new information indicate endangered species may be affected, consultation should
be initiated.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments. If you have any additional questions or
concerns, please contact Heidi Woeber of my staff at 309-757-5800, extension 209.

Sincerely,

cnl1~
Richard C. Nelson
Field Supervisor

cc: USFWS/R3/ES (Gosse)
ILDNR (Shank)

s:\ofticc uscrs\hcidi\concurnlaadoegrantsingleturbineheartlandcc.doc
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Attachment C-6:  NRCS Notification 
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