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Lincoln Electric Draft Environmental Assessment 

Comments and Responses  

 

 

Number Commenter Comment 

Summary 

Response 

1. Euclid 

Historical 

Society 

Concurs with 

determination that 

the proposed 

Project would not 

have an adverse 

affect on any 

historical 

properties and 

states support of 

project 

Thank you for your comment. 

2. Cuyahoga 

County Board 

of 

Commissioners 

Supports 

installation of 2.5 

MW turbine at 

Lincoln’s 

Headquarters for 

both renewable 

energy benefits 

and economic 

development 

purposes 

Thank you for your comment 

3. Euclid 

Landmarks 

Commission 

Concurs with 

determination that 

no above or below 

ground historic or 

cultural resources 

would be affected 

by the proposed 

Project and state 

Thank you for your comment 
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support of project 

4. Mayor 

Cervinick, City 

of Euclid 

Letter of support 

for 2.5 MW 

turbine at its 

proposed location 

to promote 

renewable energy 

use and economic 

development  

Thank you for your comment 

5. State of Ohio 

US 

Representative 

Marcia Fudge  

Letter in support 

or the proposed 

Project and its 

potential to 

provide renewable 

energy in Ohio  

Thank you for your comment 

6. U.S. Fish and 

Wildlife 

Service, 

Columbus 

Ohio Field 

Office 

Comment 

indicated several 

items: A. Draft EA 

did not discuss the 

consideration 

given to project in 

accordance with 

USFWS Interim 

Guidelines to 

Avoid and 

Minimize Wildlife 

Impacts from Wind 

Turbines (2003) to 

protect migratory 

birds; B. That the 

DOE coordinate 

with Region 3 

USFWS; C. Draft 

EA makes 

A. 

 

The following text will be added to Section 3.2.2.2 Biological Resources Section 

of the EA: 

 

During turbine siting, design and installation of the proposed wind project, LEC 

gave consideration to the guidelines contained within the USFWS Interim 

Guidelines to Avoid and Minimize Wildlife Impacts (2003). Following is a 

summary of the applicable recommendations and actions taken by LEC to comply 

with the recommendations: 

 

1) pre-development evaluations for wind farm sites by federal/state wildlife 

professionals: 

 LEC contacted both the USFWS and the Ohio Department of Wildlife 

regarding the proposed Project and both agencies provided responses on 

potential effects to wildlife. 

2) rank  site by risk to wildlife: 

 Based on telephones calls and written correspondence received from the 

ODOW and the USFWS (See Attachment C-3 and C-4 in Appendix C 
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inaccurate 

statement re: 

impacts to 

migratory birds 

(follow-up 

comment sent 

from USFWS on 

July 29, 2010 

retracting 

statement that 

project site was in 

West lake Erie 

Important Bird 

Area) 

respectively) and the research conducted as part of the EA preparation for 

the proposed turbine location and its potential to provide habitat to bird, bat 

and other wildlife species, the proposed site is thought to be a low risk to 

wildlife. 

3) avoid placement of turbines in documented locations of federally listed species. 

 No federally listed species are documented in the area and the site does not 

provide habitat for any federally listed species. 

4) avoid locating turbines in known flyways or migratory paths. 

 The proposed Project is not located within in a known migratory flyway or 

pathway and the West Lake Erie Important Bird Area is approximately 1.5. 

miles north of the proposed turbine location (See website: 

(http://www.ohiodnr.com/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=YWCawZmeP%2bo%

3d&tabid=2134).. 

 5) avoid placement of turbines in bat habitat: 

 The project site is not considered to be suitable bat habitat 

6) configuration of multiple turbines and managing stormwater to avoid attracting 

wildlife: 

 The proposed Project is a single turbine, so the configurations of multiple 

turbines was not considered in the analysis or design.  The project has 

included stormwater BMPs in the design and construction plans. 

7) avoid fragmentation of large tracts of habitat: 

 Although the Lake Erie shoreline is approximately 2 miles north, the 

project does not fragment large tracts of habitat 

8) minimize roads, fences, and other infrastructure:  

 The proposed Project will utilize existing roadways or developed areas for 

all construction and installation activities. 

9) develop a Habitat Restoration Plan for site that avoids or minimizes negative 

impacts on vulnerable wildlife: 

 There are no protected raptor nests within 5 miles of the project and the 

turbine installation site is on industrial land and surrounded by 

urban/suburban development; thus, a habitat restoration plan is not 

necessary. 

10) use tubular supports and avoid external lattice, ladders, platforms etc to 

minimize bird perching/nesting: 

http://www.ohiodnr.com/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=YWCawZmeP%2bo%3d&tabid=21234
http://www.ohiodnr.com/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=YWCawZmeP%2bo%3d&tabid=21234
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 The turbine is a monopole design with no exterior lattice, ladders, guy 

wires or platforms. 

11) use minimum lighting required by FAA: 

 Minimum FAA light recommendations will be used in consideration of 

avian and bat species. 

12) adjust tower height if risk of strike is high: 

 The site is currently an industrial park and wildlife usage is very minimal.  

Because the site is considered to be low risk to wildlife, the proposed 

height is not believed to add to the existing overall risk of strikes to 

wildlife. 

13) place electric power lines underground: 

 All electric lines are to be placed underground. 

 

B. 

The Lincoln Electric project was included in the submission DOE made to Region 

3 with all proposed wind turbine projects in June 2010. LEC has committed to 

conduct post-construction monitoring from April 1 to November 15 of the first 

year of operation with an optional additional year depending on first year results. 

Any standardized post-construction monitoring protocols that result from that 

ongoing consultation would be reviewed and if determined appropriate and 

applicable and if time allows, would be implemented as part of Lincoln Electric’s 

post-construction monitoring.  

 

C. 

This statement will be revised to say that “the USFWS does not anticipate any 

direct or indirect impacts on the Indiana bat or other federally listed species.” We 

also added that DOE concurred with this finding. 

 

An additional and separate statement will be added that based on the analysis 

contained in the EA, significant impacts to avian species are not anticipated as a 

result of the proposed project.  

7. State of Ohio 

Representative 

Kenny Yuko 

Letter of support 

for  installation of 

wind turbine as 

Thank you for your comment 
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being a green 

project and 

promoting 

economic 

development 

 



sonnhalter
Typewritten Text
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July 24, 2010 

Ms. Caroline Mann 

DOE Headquarters 

1000 Independence Ave. SW 

 Washington, DC 20585 

 

 

 

Dear Ms. Mann, 

 

I write in support of the Lincoln Electric 2.5 MW wind turbine project at the company’s world 

headquarters facility in the City of Euclid, Ohio. The project represents a significant opportunity 

to install clean renewable energy technology and promote economic development Northeast 

Ohio region.   

 

Wind energy is a clean renewable technology that plays an important role in America’s energy 

independence and economic growth and recovery. When full exploited, benefits of wind energy 

will include cleaner air, reduced green house gases, diversified energy resources, and thousands 

of new jobs.  

 

The Lincoln Electric wind turbine project embodies cutting-edge, clean, renewable technologies 

that will help Lincoln Electric highlight its wind tower welding capabilities and generate clean 

electricity. The Lincoln Electric turbine installation will demonstrate the benefits of wind energy 

to the community and, hopefully, encourage turbine manufacturers to locate in Greater Cleveland 

and create new jobs.  

 

As a Member of the House Committee on Science and Technology, I am committed to 

promoting wind and advanced energy to revitalize our economy, improve air quality and 

encourage sustainable economic development. I believe that Northeast Ohio has the ability to 

build on its research institutions and manufacturing base to develop new wind energy 

technologies and produce component parts for wind turbines.  

 

 



The Lincoln Electric project is an opportunity to fulfill this commitment.  I am proud to be able 

to support Lincoln Electric's proposal, both as a advocate for wind energy and as the 

Representative of Ohio's Eleventh Congressional District.   

 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Marcia L. Fudge 

Member of Congress 



Megan 

Seymour/R3/FWS/DOI  

08/3/2010 11:47 AM 

 
To 

 
 Megan_Seymour@fws.gov 

 
cc 

 
 caroline.mann@ee.doe.gov 

Jeff Gosse/R3/FWS/DOI@FWS, 

Tracy_Engle@URSCorp.com, 

Keith.Lott@dnr.state.oh.us 

 
Subject 

 
Draft EA for the Lincoln Electric 

Wind Energy Project  
   

 

Dear Ms. Mann,  

I wanted to update my e-mail below and inform you of an error. I incorrectly identified 

that the proposed project was located within an Important Bird Area. This statement was 

included in our letter dated April 26, 2010 and I included that statement below, however 

that is not correct. The project area is NOT within an Important Bird Area. It is however, 

within approximately 2.2 miles of Lake Erie, which is an area of concern relative to 

migratory birds. I apologize for the error--please let me know if you have questions or 

would like to discuss further.  

Sincerely,  

Megan 

 

Megan Seymour 

Wildlife Biologist 

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 

4625 Morse Rd. 

Suite 104 

Columbus, OH 43230 

(614) 416-8993 ext. 16 

(614) 416-8994 fax 

Megan Seymour/R3/FWS/DOI 

 

Megan 

Seymour/R3/FWS/DOI  

07/23/2010 10:57 AM 

 
To 

 
caroline.mann@ee.doe.gov 

 
cc 

 
Jeff Gosse/R3/FWS/DOI@FWS, 

Tracy_Engle@URSCorp.com, 

Keith.Lott@dnr.state.oh.us 

 
Subject 

 
Draft EA for the Lincoln Electric 

Wind Energy Project  
   



Dear Ms. Mann, 

I have reviewed the Draft EA for the Lincoln Electric Wind Energy Project, as noticed 

below. This project involves the installation of a single 2.5 MW turbine in Euclid, 

Cuyahoga County, Ohio. The project area is industrial in nature and will involve impacts 

to a maintained grass area. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) submits the 

following comments on the Draft EA: 

 

1. The Service provided a letter in response to your initial request for information on this 

project on April 26, 2010 (included as Appendix C-4). In this letter we detail our position 

regarding migratory birds, and outline specific actions that can be taken to avoid and 

minimize potential impacts to migratory birds, particularly because the project is located 

within approximately 2.2 miles of Lake Erie and is located within the boundaries of an 

Audubon- designated Important Bird Area. No mention of migratory birds or measures to 

protect migratory birds was included in your Draft EA. Section 3-2 of the Draft EA states 

that "USFWS does not anticipate any direct or indirect impacts on the Indiana bat or and 

other avian or wildlife species as a result of the proposed project." This statement is not 

accurate relative to migratory birds. The Service's letter recommended "Careful 

consideration of the guidelines below to protect migratory birds..." and provided a list of 

relevant guidelines. The EA should address the Service's comments regarding migratory 

birds, and should indicate which of the recommended guidelines are being implemented 

to protect migratory birds. 

 

2. We note and appreciate your commitment to implement post-construction monitoring 

to document any impacts to birds and/or bats from operation of the proposed turbine. The 

Service's Region 3 Wind Power lead Jeff Gosse has been in contact with DOE's NEPA 

coordinator in Colorado about programmatically addressing potential impacts to birds 

and/or bats from small/single wind turbine projects. This may include development of a 

standardized post-construction monitoring protocol for these types of projects. We 

encourage you to consider using this approach on this project, by implementing a 

standardized post-construction monitoring protocol. Further coordination with DOE's 

NEPA coordinator in Colorado and our Region 3 office is recommended.  

 

Thank you for the opportunity to review this document. If you have any questions or 

concerns please contact me.  

Sincerely, 

Megan Seymour 

Wildlife Biologist 

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 

4625 Morse Rd. 

Suite 104 

Columbus, OH 43230 

(614) 416-8993 ext. 16 

(614) 416-8994 fax  

 

Marge_Gudat@URSCorp.com 

 



Marge_Gudat@URSC

orp.com  

07/09/2010 08:05 AM 

 
To 

 
Megan_Seymour@fws.gov, 

Greg.Payne@development.ohio.gov, 

Nadeane.Howard@development.ohi

o.gov, 

James.Huth@development.ohio.gov, 

Patty.Huddle@development.ohio.go

v, pwallis@audubon.org, 

mpscott@audubon.org, 

kvanfleet@audubon.org, 

ohio@audubon.org, 

eglitzenstein@meyerglitz.com, 

beubanks@meyerglitz.com, 

tom.winston@epa.state.oh.us, 

Keith.Lott@dnr.state.oh.us, 

Tony.Logan@dnr.state.oh.us, 

Dave.Scott@dnr.state.oh.us, 

stuart.siegfried@puc.state.oh.us, 

Mark.shanahan@apda.state.oh.us, 

edavison@ntia.doc.gov, 

mike.blaich@faa.gov, 

jmilling@dot.state.oh.us, 

tom.maves@development.ohio.gov, 

cfrey@cityofeuclid.com, 

fpietravoia@cityofeuclid.com, 

pbeno@cityofeuclid.com, 

gzucca@cuyahogacounty.us 

 
cc 

 
Jim_Burns@URSCorp.com, 

Tracy_Engle@URSCorp.com 

 
Subject 

 
Notice of Availability 

   

 

(See attached file: NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY.doc) 

 

 

 

 
 

James F. Burns, PWS, URS Certified Project Manager 

Senior Environmental Scientist 

URS Corporation 

Architects, Engineers, and Planners 

1375 Euclid Avenue, Suite 600 

Cleveland OH 44115 

Tel: 216-622-2396 (direct) 

Tel: 216-622-2400 (general) 

Fax: 216-622-2428 

Cell: 216-272-5330 

Email: Jim_Burns@urscorp.com 



This e-mail and any attachments contain URS Corporation confidential information that may be proprietary 

or privileged. If you receive this message in error or are not the intended recipient, you should not retain, 

distribute, disclose or use any of this information and you should destroy the e-mail and any attachments or 

copies. 

 

(See attached file: NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY.doc)  

 






