SUSTAINABLE TRANSPORTATION

Linking it All Together

business districts, and can be caralysts for revitalization, One component of a sustainable

downtown is the availability of transportation alternatives. A walkable and bicycle-friendly
community provides residents and visitors with safe and healthy alternatives to driving. Creating a
balanced transportation system that responds to the needs of drivers, transit riders, pedestrians, and
bicyclists, can make the community a more livable, vibrant, and social place to live and visit.

r I ~Vransportation is a vital necessity for the economic health of Maryland’s communities and

Sustainable transportation means reducing automobile vehicle miles traveled (VMT) by choosing
other modes, such as walking, bicycling, car pooling, and mass transit. This helps to reduce traffic
congestion, pollution, lower road maintenance costs, and improve safety. Encouraging walking
throughout the downtown not only improves individual and public health, but can also improve the
downtown’s economic health, by encouraging more pedestrian traffic—and potential customers—to
pass in front of downtown stores.

CREATING WALKABLE COMMUNITIES

A walkable community is one that is easily navigated on foot and one that accommodates bicycle
travel, too. However, walkability is about more than roads, bike lanes, and sidewalks; a walkable
community is one whose businesses, homes, public spaces, and infrastructure all contribute to non-
motorized travel. Town centers with diverse retail, commercial, and housing opportunities, safe and
appealing public spaces, and interconnected streets and sidewalks all help to encourage walking,

Making Main Street more walkable can require major infrastructure changes, such as the Bel Air
Streetscape project described on this page. Such initiatives are best implemented at the municipal or
county level. However, individual business owners, employees, and residents can also have an impact.
For example, installing bicycle racks in front of businesses can remove one of the major barriers to
increased bicycle use. Assisting downtown businesses in creating carpools can reduce the number

of cars on the road and make the downtown more pedestrian and bicycle-friendly. Organizations
such as BikeWalk and Walkable Communities, Inc. offer walkability audits for communities and
workshops to find practical solutions to transportation issues.

The streetscape project
for Main Street in Bel

Air accommodates
vehicles and parking
while upgrading
sidewalks and street
crossings

for pedestrians.

Walkability Checklist
www.walkinginfo.org library details.cfm?id=12

Bikeability Checklist

www.bicyclinginfo.org/library, details.cim?id=3

Walkability Audit (Walkable Communities, Inc.)

www.walkable.org/services.html

Photo credit: The Town of Bel Air

Green Communities in
Action: Bel Air Main Street
Improvements

Bel Air's half-mile long Main Street
is the heart of downtown. Its
businesses, restaurants, and shops
are popular destinations and generate
considerable pedestrian traffic. In
2007, the Maryland State Highway
Administration began work to enhance
Main Street’s streetscape. The goal was
to accommodate high traffic volumes
while improving pedestrian safety
and complying with requirements of
the Americans with Disabilities Act.
Improvements included:
e Better definition of on-street
parking areas;
* Geometric changes to enhance
road safety;
e Installation of brick sidewalks;
= Installation of a pedestrian island in
the middle of Main Street; and
= Installation of amenities such
as street trees, furniture, and
pedestrian-scale lighting.
The Streetscape project was completed
in September 2008; a milestone that
the Town celebrated with a daylong
celebration entitled “The Main Event.”
For more information on the Maryland
State Highway Administration’s
Transportation Enhancement
Program visit: www.sha.state.md.us/
ImprovingOurCommunity/OPPE/tep.asp

LINKS TO
TECHNICAL
AND FUNDING
ASSISTANCE
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Green Development Codes:
Bicycle Parking

A simple way to encourage bicycling

is to require bicycle parking facilities.
When developing a code for bicycle
parking, requirements and standards to
consider include:

* The creation of a certain number
of bicycle parking spaces when
off-street automobile parking is
developed;

* The development of storage and
locking facilities for bicycles;

* Design consistency and
incorporation between bicycle
parking facilities and the surrounding
buildings and streetscape; and

* Placement of bicycle parking in
safe, convenient locations that do
not inhibit pedestrian or vehicular
movements.

Section 164-39.5.P of the City of
Westminster’s zoning code contains
several bicycle provisions. The code
can be found at www.ecode360.
com/?custld=WEQ761.

LINKS TO
TECHNICAL

AND FUNDING
ASSISTANCE

HOW TO DIVERSIFY YOUR TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM

‘'The successful “greening” of a transportation system will involve many different parties, including
neighborhood associations, civic organizations, the local transportation department, representatives
from the county, Maryland Department of Transportation, and regional transportation/transit
organizations, and local bike and pedestrian advocacy groups. However, there are many barriers to
retrofitting the transportation system in existing downtowns, such as:

* Discontinuous or poorly maintained sidewalks and paths;

* A limited public transportation network; and

* Alack of bicycle lanes and parking (racks).

These barriers can be overcome with community-wide support, investment, and creative thinking.
Investing in continuous, properly maintained sidewalks and bicycle facilities (including bike lanes,
multi-use paths, and bicycle parking racks) will enable people to walk or bike to their destination,
rather than drive. The development of carpooling and park-and-ride programs reduce miles driven
daily to and from work. Creative parking pricing programs and accompanying public information
encourage people to park the car once and run errands on foot, rather than driving from stop to stop.
Transportation initiatives often require substantial funding. Some potential funding sources include:

* Maryland State Highway Administration Transportation Enhancement Program Grants;

* Local funding initiatives such as impact fees and/or excise taxes (these require express approval

from the Maryland General Assembly); and

® Other rechniques, such as Tax Increment Financing (TTF).

b3
BTN
Photo credit: of ERM
Installing bicycle racks is an easy way to encourage a —
pedestrian- and bicycle-friendly downtown. —
Specially-designed bicycle racks can also help
enhance the downtown's image.

Maryland Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee (MBPAC)
www.mdot state.md.us, Planning, Bicycle/ MBPAC.html
Montgomery County's “Renew Montgomery"” Program

www.montgomerycountymd.gov/ dirtmpl.asp?url=,/Content/DPWT, Dir/renew_mont.asp
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PARKING MANAGEMENT

Parking is a valuable and important piece of a successful downtown’s transportation infrastructure.

Properly managed parking can attract visitors and community residents to the downtown, and can

even alleviate some traffic congestion and air pollution problems. Centrally locared public garages

and parking lots can encourage visitors and employees to park once, keeping Main Street’s focus

on pedestrians. When evaluating the community’s parking supply, pay particular attention to these

factors:

Design: A community’s historic character and resources should be considered when developing
downtown parking solutions. Parking structures should be integrated with their surroundings
particularly through scale, materials, colors and style and relate to the design of adjacent buildings.

Location and Signage: A convenient and well-signed location reduces congestion and gets would-be
customers to their destination more quickly. Proper signage can quickly direct visitors to existing
parking supplies, increasing the amount of time that visitors can spend in the downtown and out
of their automobiles.

Pollution: More paved arca means more pollution going into our waterways. Ensure that
development regulations permit shared parking facilities to reduce the amount of paved area
needed to accommodate parking demand throughout the day.

Walkability: Pedestrian links berween the parking lot or garage and the downtown business district
should be designed to the same high standard as the Main Street itself, emphasizing pedestrian
safety, and encouraging visitors to “park once and walk.” Treatments such as lighting, plantings or
brick pavers will define walking areas and make them more inviting,

Pricing: A number of pricing options exist to efficiently manage parking supplies and revenues
without driving away potential customers.

* Set the operating hours and prices of on-street meters to correspond with parking demand. ‘The
highest prices should be charged during the highest demand periods.
* Vary pricing and length of stay according to the location of parking facilities. On-street meters
should be the most expensive (per hour), and offer the shortest stays. Central garages or parking
lots should be priced to encourage
longer stays.

e Establish scparate lots for

downtown employees, so that

“prime” parking spots are reserved

for customers,

Sam Kittner Phatogragher

In downtown Westminster, this parking garage is accessible, yet
out of view, creating a more welcoming and pedestrian-friendly
streetscape on the city's historic Main Street.

Parking Best Practices. Maryland Governor’s Office of Smart Growth
www.smartgrowth.state.md.us/ pdf/Final%20Parking%20Paper.pdf

Local Government Infrastructure Finance Program

wwiw.neighborhoodrevitalization.org/Programs/LGIF/LGIFaspx

Green Development Codes:
Flexible Parking Requirements

Many zoning and subdivision ordinances
contain a minimum parking requirement.
The City of Cumberland’s Zoning
Ordinance includes provisions to reduce
the required amount of parking, and

to allow shared, or joint parking. Some
things to consider include:

* Reducing the required number
of parking spaces to be initially
developed based on certain
conditions;

* Allow for joint uses. For example,
one parking area may contain
required spaces for several different
uses, and the same spaces may be
credited to both uses; and

© Allow businesses to validate parking
for customers.

See www.ci.cumberland.md.us/new
site/index.php/contents/view/74 for
more information.

The City of Westminster offers a wide
variety of public parking options,
ranging from on-street metered parking
on East Main Street to long-term lots
and garages—all of which are identified
by clear, consistent signage. Time

limits and prices are based on location.
The City offers discounted prices for
monthly parking permits in parking

lots that are farther away from East
Main Street, and even deeper discounts
for bulk permit purchases. The City

also has a graduated fine system for
parking violations; the first violation is a
warning, with escalating fees after that.

LINKS TO
TECHNICAL
AND FUNDING
ASSISTANCE
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RALLY ‘'ROUND THE DOWNTOWN

that they can make a difference. Informed, motivated, and dedicated citizens and businesses
are needed for a sustainable downtown, since engaged businesses and citizens are more likely
to monitor and maintain improvements and new practices as well as bring new ideas to the table.

GREEN COMMUNITY EVENTS

Holding a “green” community event is an excellent way to establish and maintain volunteer
engagement. It also helps to promote the downtown, one of the Main Street program’s key tenets.
‘Ihe event should not only achieve an immediate goal (e.g., street cleanup, tree plantings), but should
also help to instill a lasting “sustainability ethic” in the downtown.

SOME KEYS TO SUCCESS FOR GREEN EVENTS INCLUDE:

Publicity: Early and repeated stories in print and broadcast media. If possible, include media outlets
as active partners in the event.

The successful greening of Main Street depends on getting people involved and showing them

Partners: Recruiting partners helps to spread the load of event planning and execution. Businesses
can provide donations, post flyers, and spread information through word-of-mouth, which is
often the most effective way to publicize an event. Schools are often good partners, especially if the
event has an educational component. Downtown residents and community groups should also be
included.

Participants: Your event partners should be the primary source of volunteer participants, and
representatives from those partners can do some of the recruiting for you.

Support: Monetary support is important, but in-kind support—donations of food or materials in
exchange for publicity—can be just as helpful.

Recognition: Provide a “thank-you” gift for participants, to encourage continued engagement. Even
simple items like t-shirts or free food are effective.

START SMALL
While major events can bring publicity and excitement to Main Street, smaller scale community-
building activities should also be part of the greening of downtown. Some ideas for these activities
include:
* Reclaim low-traffic streets or parking lots for pedestrian traffic or green space;
* Host an awards ceremony (plant a tree) for Main Street’s “greenest” citizens or businesses;
* Form local groups such as carpool co-operatives, bike or walk to work/school groups. This can
also help to reduce vehicle traffic from downtown employees; and
* Discuss the “green downtown” at local schools,
and help teachers develop “green” curriculum as
part of the State’s Green Schools initiative.

[_ INKS TQ  Community Organizing Toolbox
www.nfg.org/cotb

T ECHNICAL The Citizens Handbook

A 1\! D FU N D IN G www.ven.be.ca/citizens-handbook

Maryland Department of Natural Resources Green Schools Initiative

AS S1 S TANCE  www.dnrstate.md.us/education greenschools.htmi

20



KEEP IT CLEAN TO KEEP IT GREEN

Beautiful downtowns attract shoppers, tourists, and new businesses and are better places to live,
work, and play. Keeping Main Street litter-free not only enhances its image and economic vitality, it's
also a green practice. Litter on the streets ends up as pollution in our waterways.

Clean-up events (see below) and street sweeping can be important parts of the downtown’s
beautification efforts. However, working with the community to prevent litter is an inexpensive and
necessary step:

* Encourage employees to pick up trash anywhere in or around their place of business, creating an
ethic to not walk past litter;

* Establish smoking areas with appropriate ash recepracles for employees and customers.
Cigarettes are the most commonly littered item in the United States;

* Place an adequate number of trash containers (with covers) in parking lots, at building
entrances, and in strategic locations on the street. Make sure trash collection is scheduled to
avoid unsightly “overflows;”

* Discourage business and homeowners from raking leaves and yard clippings into the street;

* Partner with the local government to start a “Clean, Safe, and Green” program; and

* Display ‘No Lictering’ signs downtown.

Small beautification efforts (left) and large
events like a Team Dundalk cleanup (below) help
to make downtown cleaner and greener.

Som Kittner Photographer

Cigarette Ash Receptacles
wwiw.preventcigarettelitter.org/how_you_do_it/AshReceptacles_brochure.pdf

Street Sweeping Technology and Costs
www.stormwatercenter.net/Pollution_Prevention_Factsheets/ParkingLotandStreetCleaning.htm
Montgomery County Residential Street Sweeping Program

www.montgomerycountymd.gov/hwytmpl.asp?url=/content/dot/highway, sweeping.asp

Green Communities in Action:
Team Dundalk

As part of Main Street Maryland's
Clean, Safe and Green initiative, the
Dundalk Renaissance Corporation (DRC)
created “Team Dundalk”, a volunteer
group that helps to make the downtown
greener and more sustainable. From high
school students to senior citizens, the
DRC has attracted a large and diverse
group of volunteers to help enhance the
downtown and surrounding areas. More
than 400 people participated in volunteer
activities and events in 2007 alone.

The DRC hosts five to seven clean-
ups a year on Saturday mornings.
Volunteers receive free t-shirts and free
food (provided by the local Chick-Fil-A
franchise), and a local waste disposal
company provides free removal of
garbage collected during the cleanup.
Because of volunteer participation and
the involvement of local businesses,
project costs are minimal.

See www.dundalkusa.org.

LINKS TO
TECHNICAL
AND FUNDING
ASSISTANCE
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Green Communities in Action:
Green is Fun!

Making your downtown more
sustainable can be hard work, but don't
forget to.have some fun, too! Green
Drinks International is a social forum for
business owners and residents interested
in sustainability. Events are often hosted
by a local business that supports the
community’s sustainability efforts.

There are Green Drinks chapters in
Annapolis, Baltimore, Bethesda,
Chestertown, Delmarva, Easton,
Gaithersburg, and Hagerstown, as well
as more than 400 other cities across
the globe. Green Drinks events provide
opportunities to share ideas about how
to make downtown and the surrounding
community more environmentally
responsible (www.greendrinks.org).

Green Caffeine, started in Annapolis, is
another opportunity for green-minded
people to socialize and network during
the daytime, over coffee. Annapolis
Green is also working on various projects,
including how to form a virtual eco-
community (www.annapolisgreen.com).

22

Photo credit: Amnapolis Green

An Annapolis Green Drinks event held at the
Annapolis Maritime Museum.

LINKS TO
TECHNICAL

AND FUNDING
ASSISTANCE

THINK GLOBALLY, BUY LOCALLY

Greening our downtowns means making the best use of the resources in our own backyards.
Purchasing food, goods, and services from local businesses and suppliers:

Is environmentally friendly: Independent businesses often make purchases requiring less
transportation and usually set up shop in commercial corridors and in-town instead of developing
on the fringe. They support their local suppliers, craftsmen and farmers.

Strengthens the social and economic fabric of your communities: For every $100 spent at a
locally owned business, $45 goes back to the community; whereas, the community sees only $14 if
same $100 is spent at a chain store.

Maintains authenticity: Supporting one-of-a-kind businesses is important to maintaining the
unique character of Maryland communities as well as the economic health of family-owned
enterprises.

Is healthier and tastier!: Locally produced agricultural products require less time and fewer
preservatives to reach market and lose fewer nutrients on the way to market.

Puts taxes to good use: Local businesses in neighborhoods need comparatively less infrastructure
investment and make more efficient use of public services as compared to nationally owned stores
entering the community.

Preserves farmland: Buying local downtown supports local farm families and preserves the rural
character and beauty of the greater community.

- -

5 N\BUY FRESH* "/

» BUY LOCAL
Buying local supports independent business owners who live in the
community and are committed to investing in its future

Buy Local Baltimore
www.buylocalbaltimore.com

Maryland Agriculture Exchange
www.agtrader.org

Buy Fresh Buy Local, Informational Tools

www.foodroutes.org/tools.jsp




GREEN TOOLKIT: MAKING “BUY LOCAL” AN EVERYDAY EVENT

In Maryland, there are many opportunities to buy local. Many of the State’s 90 public farmers
markets are on or near Main Street. Many grocery stores and specialty shops are increasingly buying
from local suppliers.

Green Communities in Action:
Chestertown

Chestertown has made a number of
efforts to go green, and can attribute

* If the downtown does not already host a farmer’s market, work with the Maryland Department their success to the comprehensive,
of Agriculture and local growers to create or move one to Main Street; community-wide approach they have
¢ Promote local products and businesses at farmer’s markets and other local events; taken. Some of their efforts to date

; 2 2 . include:
* Create a list, map, and/or website of local businesses that customers can use. Make this

directory available in public places throughout your community; * The Mayor's weekly radio show,

hich highlight to Be Green;
* Organize a Buy Local Day in your community and participate in the State’s annual Buy Local pralin UG

Week Challenge; = Neighbors to Neighborhoods,
a volunteer group helping to
find recycling and stormwater
management solutions:

* Tie “local” to “green” in your marketing materials. Develop a logo or catchphrase that the local
business community can use to keep the “buy local” idea in customers’ minds, and distribute

stickers to merchants to place on windows or doors; E
P * Washington College in Chestertown

® Designate a site for a weekly ourdoor market that brings local businesses together in one has started a “George Goes Green”
convenient venue; and project to encourage campus-wide
* Participae in the State’s Farm to School program, which encourages the use of locally-grown sustainability;
products in school lunches. e The Green Initiative Committee

conducted a recycling survey of local
restaurants and posted a list of all
Green products available for sale in
Chestertown on the Town’s web site;

= A quarterly visit from a Town-
sponsored shredding truck allows
people to shred and recycle their
documents instead of throwing them
in the trash;

= Frequent Town-sponsored events at
the Town Hall, such as a discussion
of “Affordable Solar Energy for the
Home;” and

* The Chestertown website, hosted by
Washington College displays all of
the Town’s Green efforts:
chestertowngoesgreen.washcoll.edu

Som Kitmmerr Photographer

Restaurants can support “buy local” efforts
Photo credit: Molly Balint, wiow belairfarmersmarket.com. b}’ switching to local pI'UdUOEA

Hosting a farmer’s market is an excellent way to buy
local while also creating activity downtown.

Maryland Department of Agriculture Local Products L INKS TO
www.marylandsbest.net

Maryland Department of Agriculture, Farm to School T ECHNICAL

www.marylandfarmtoschool.org AND FU NDING

Maryland Farmers’ Market Directory
www.mda.state.md.us/md_products/farmers_market_dir.php A SSISTANCE
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READY, SET, GREEN!!

Organize: Put together a “green team” for your Main Street, including business owners, residents,

For More Information: . g : ; i
= Shon and local officials. This team should exist to coordinate green activities, recruit volunteers, and

The Maryland Department of Housing build and maintain momentum within the community. The Maryland Department of Natural
and Community Development and the : ; i L R :
Maryland Department of Natural Resources is also offering educational programs to help Main Street communities learn what it
Resources are partnering on the Going means to be green (see the list of State contacts in the sidebar).

Green Downtown effort. For more
information on this program or related
activities, please contact the Going Green

Recognize: Many of your Main Street activities are already “green,” such as recycling, creative
parking regulations, planting of street trees, or other initiatives. Make sure that the public knows

Downtown Project Team: about these successes, so you can build excitement. One of the biggest barriers to being green is
unfamiliarity. If your Main Street has already started to “go green,” then you've already passed the

Maryland Department of firsc hurdle.

Housing and Community Prioritize: Now that you know what you're already doing on Main Street, make a list of the

Development activities that you would like to add to your green portfolio, and choose a few projects (or maybe

Main Street Maryland Program just one) to focus on in the short term. Quick “wins” help to create momentum for future projects

Amy Seitz, Director and initiatives. Although each Main Street is different, here are some specific ideas for quick

Community Access and Partnership SueCess;

seitz@mdhousing.org * Plant narive vegetation in landscaping areas.

410-209-5800

www.neighborhoodrevitalization.org/ * Begin to plan and organize a green community event, such as a cleanup day.

Programs/MainStreet/MainStreet.aspx. * Install signage to direct visitors to available parking in and around the downtown.

* Revise your local development codes to allow clean and safe energy sources (solar, wind,
geothermal), and to allow and encourage green roofs and LEED accreditation (or similar energy

Maryland Department o 3

Na ul';jml Res;fies f efficient building design rechniques) for new construction and renovation.

Coastal Training Program * Replace missing or discased street trees with native or compatible trees.

Sasha Land * Work with building owners to install rain barrels, to be used for watering of street trees and

Program Coordinator other plants.

:?:2@6‘0&1;;?: e Network: "The Main Street Maryland network currently includes 23 communities. Each of these
Main Streets has a different approach to going green. By networking with other Main Street

www.dnr.state.md.us/bay/cbnerr/ pPp gomng g ¥ g

ctraining.asp managers, you can share ideas for green activities and initiatives.

Sam Kittnerr Photographer
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— Front and back: :owpho(ns. Sam Kittner Phur

ENDNOTES
' According to a 2008 study by the CoStar Group, a commercial real estate information service. greensource.construction.com/ news/080508CoStar.asp
? For detailed references, see www.seattle.gov/DPD/GreenBuilding/OurProgram/WhyBuildGreen/default.asp.
* Source: US Energy Administration, cited in The Abell Report, Vol. 22, Number 1, March 2009.
# Source: US Department of Energy. heep:// appsl.cere.energy.gov/consumer/your_home/space_heating_cooling/index.cfm/mytopic=12720

* Source: US EPA. www.cpa.gov/athens/research/impervious/

This report was prepared by Environmental Resources Management, Inc. and Mahan Rykiel Associates under award number
NAO7NOS4190161 from the Office of Ocean and Coastal Resource Management (OCRM), National Oceanic and Aumospheric
Administration (NOAA), through the Maryland Department of Natural Resources Coastal Program. The statements, findings,
conclusions and recommendations are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the views of OCRM or NOAA.

'The facilitics and services of the Maryland Department of Natural Resources are available ro all without regard to race, color, religion,
sex, sexual orientation, age, national origin or physical or mental disability. This document is available in alternative formar upon

request from a qualified individual with disabilicy. DNR# 14-482009-388
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Investment in Main Street:
Energy Efficiency for Economic Growth

Attachment D: Davis Bacon Act Justification

The DHCD will require validation that all laborers and mechanics on projects funded
directly by or assisted in whole or in part by and through funding appropriated by the Recovery
Act are paid wages at rates not less than those prevailing on projects of a character similar in the
locality as determined by Subchapter IV of Chapter 31 of Title 40, United States Code (Davis-
Bacon Act). The DHCD currently ensures that all contractors and subcontractors meet
requirements stipulated in the Davis-Bacon Act where projects are in receipt of Recovery Act
funds, and for the purpose of the Weatherization Assistance Program, has set up specific
processes for verification of this requirement.

Maryland Department of Housing and Community Development, DUNS 028492598
DE-FOA-0000148 Davis-Bacon Act Justification
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Town of Berlin

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
Maln Street Program
Arts & Entertainment District

10 william Street
Berlin, MD 21811

December 9, 2009 (443) 735-0957

U.S. Department of Energy
RE: DE-FOA-0000148, Topic 1
To whom it may concern:

On behalf of Main Street Berlin, I am pleased to provide support for the initiatives and programs
outlined in the Maryland Department of Housing and Community Development’s (DHCD)
Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant application.

Sustainable and green communities seek to conserve resources; provide open spaces and parks
for recreation and cultivation; offer multiple options for transportation; and use natural and
cultural resources wisely to conserve for future generations. The energy efficiency efforts
proposed by DHCD will provide a much needed catalyst to encourage our stakeholders - small
business owners, property owners, residents and the like - to implement sustainable practices that
not only focus on conservation but on economic growth.

By partnering with DHCD and promoting the proposed initiatives and programs, we hope to
provide a comprehensive set of incentives, both financial and technical, to encourage green
approaches and energy conservation that will also foster neighborhood revitalization and further
private investment in our residential and commercial properties.

We look forward to working with DHCD in the future and realizing the positive impact of these programs
that emphasize a susteinable balance between economie, social and environmental resources.

Sincercly,
Meoloe T
Michae! Day '

Director



Jim Duffy 410-901-2496

|t G Cambridge Main Street
}*;W*Z.I-{- 450 Race Street, Suite 206 | Cambridge, MD 21613
- 410.228.0020 | office@cambridgemainstreet.com

C A. I\I BRIDG E www.cambridgemainstreet.com

December 9, 2009

TO: U.S. Department of Energy
RE: DE-FOCA-0000148, Topic 1

To whom it may concern:

On behalf of Cambridge Main Street, I am pleased to provide my suppprt and that of the
organization’s Board of Directors for the initiatives and programs outlined in the Maryland
Department of Housing and Community Development’s (DHCD) Energy Efficiency and
Conservation Block Grant application.

Sustainable and green communities seek to conserve resources; provide open spaces and parks for
recreation and cultivation; offer multiple opticns for transportation; use natural and cultural
resources wisely to conserve for future generations. The energy efficiency efforts proposed by
DHCD will provide a much needed catalyst to encourage our stakeho - small business
owners, property owners, residents and the like - to implement sustainhble practices that not only
focus on conservation but on economic growth.

By partnering with DHCD and promoting the proposed initiatives and|programs, we hope to
provide a comprehensive set of incentives, both financial and technical, to encourage green
approaches and energy conservation that will also foster neighborh : revitalization and further
private investment in our residential and commercial properties. !

We look forward to working with DHCD in the future and realizing ﬂle positive impact of these
programs that emphasize a sustainable balance between economic, social and environmental
resources. '

Sincerely, ,_>
Jim Duffy

Executive Director

p.2
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December 9, 2009

U.S. Department of Energy
RE: DE-FOA-0000148, Topic 1
To whom it may concem:

On behalf of Main Street Historic Chestertown, I am pleased to provide support for the
initiatives and programs outlined in the Maryland Department of Housing and
Community Development’s (DHCD) Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant
application.

Sustainable and green communities seek to conserve resources; provide open spaces and
parks for recreation and cultivation; offer multiple options for transportation; and usc
natural and cultural resources wisely to conserve for future generations. The energy
efficiency efforts proposed by DHCD will provide a much needed catalyst to encourage
our stakeholders - small business owners, property owners, residents and the like - to
implement sustainable practices that not only focus on conservation but on economic
growth.

By partnering with DHCD and promoting the proposed initiatives and programs, we hope
to provide a comprehensive set of incentives, both financial and technical, to encourage
green approaches and energy conservation that will also foster nei ghborhood
revitalization and further private investment in our residential and commercial properties.

We look forward to working with DHCD in the future and realizing the positive impact of these
programs that emphasize a sustainable balance between economic, social and environmental
resources.

Sincerely,

Lo Prog
NN A.‘,{«zz_.f_’ii,/
Sl V3

MSHC President



e City of Cumberland Sy S

Permits, Zoning and Department of Community Development Historic Preservation
Code Compliance City Hall, Lower Level 301-759-6431
301-759-6442 P.O. Box 1702 Fax

Cumberland, MD 21501 301-759-6432

December 10, 2009
U. 8. Department of Energy

Re: DE-FOA-0000148, Topic |

TO Whom It May Concem:

On behalf of Main Street Cumberland, I am pleased to provide support for the initiatives
and programs outlined in the Maryland Department of Housing and Community
Development’s (DHCD) Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant Application.

Sustainable and green communities seek to conserve resources, provide open spaces and
parks for recreation and cultivation, offer multiple options for transportation, and use
natural and cultural resources wisely to conserve for future generations. The energy
efficiency efforts proposed by DHCD will provide a much needed catalyst to encourage
our stakeholders — small business owners, property owners, residents and the like — to
implement sustainable practices that not only focus on conservation but on economic
growth.

By partnering with DHCD and promoting the proposed initiatives and programs, we hope
to provide a comprehensive set of incentives, both financial and technical, to encourage

green approaches and energy conservation that will also foster neighborhood
revitalization and further private investment in our residential and commercial properties.

We look forward to working with DHCD in the future and realize the positive impact of
these programs that emphasize a sustainable balance between economic, social, and

environmental resources.
Sincerely,
(o ot
Edward Mullartey

Downtown Manager/Downtown Development Commission
City of Cumberland, Maryland

ED:cam

WE DO BUSINESS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE FEDERAL HOUSING LAW

LR 1Y, S
UPPORTUNTY
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Decemnber 9, 2009

U.S. Department of Energy
RE: DEF‘OA—OOOO_MS, Topic 1
To whom it may concern:

‘On behalf of Downtown Denton Main Street, Inc., I am pleased to provide support for the
initiatives and programs outlined in the Maryland Department of Housing and
Community Development’s (DHCD) Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant
application.

Sustainable and green communities seek to conserve resources; provide open spaces and
parks for recreation and cultivation; offer multiple options for transportation; and use
natural and cultural resources wisely to conserve for future generations. The energy
efficiency efforts proposed by DHCD will provide a much needed catalyst 1o encourage
our stakeholders - small business owners, property owners, residents and the like - to
implement sustainable practices that not only focus on conservation but on economic
growth.

By partnering with DHCD and promotin g the proposed initiatives and programs, we hope
to provide a comprehensive set of incentives, both financial and technical, to encourage
green approaches and energy conservation that will also foster nei ghborhood
revitalization and further private investment in our residential and commercial properties.

We look forward to working with DHCD in the furure and realizing the positive impact of these
' programs that emphasize a sustainable balance between €conomic, social and environmental
FesoQurces.

Sincerely, . .
Arm Jacobs
Main Street Manager

Downtown Denton Main Street, Inc.

406 Market Street, Denton, Maryland 21629
410-479-4315

www.downtowndenton.com ann(@downtownde co
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-51) DUNDALK RENAISSANCE CORPORATION

December 9, 2009

U.S. Department of Energy

RE: DE-FOA-0000148, Topic 1
To whom it may concern:

On behalf of the Dundalk Renaissance Corporation and the Dundalk Main Street, we are pleased to provide
support for the initiatives and programs outlined in the Maryland Department of Housing and Community De-
velopment’s (DHCD) Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant application.

Sustainable and green communities seek to conserve resources; provide open spaces and parks for recreation
and cultivation; offer multiple options for transportation; and use natural and cultural resources wisely to con-
serve for future generations. The energy cfficiency efforts proposed by DHCD will provide a much needed
catalyst to encourage our stakeholders - small business owners, property owners, residents and the like - to im-
plement sustainable practices that not only focus on conservation but on economic growth.

These initiatives for Main Streets will complement our existing activities incorporating energy efficiency and
green materials into our housing renovations, and our community tree plantings,

- We look forward to working with DHCD in the future and realizing the positive impact of these programs that
emphasize a sustainable balance between economic, social and environmental resources,

Sincerely,

Amy M
Executi irector

E)

P.O. Box 9276 Dundalk, MD 21222 | 410 282-0261 phone 410 282-9010 fox I www.dundalkuso.org
Housing | Main Street | Greening | Planning
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December 9, 2009

U.S. Department of Energy

RE: DE-FOA-0000148, Topic 1

To whom it may concern:

programs outlined in the Maryland Department of Housing and Community
Development’s (DHCD) Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant application,

Sustainable and green communities seek to conserve resources; provide open spaces and
parks for recreation and cultivation; offer multiple options for transportation; and use
natural and cultural resources wisely to conserve for future generations. The energy
efficiency efforts proposed by DHCD will provide a much needed catalyst to encourage
our stakeholders - small business owners, property owners, residents and the Jike - to
implement sustainable practices that not only focus on conservation but on ecopomic
growth,

By partnering with DHCD and promoting the proposed initiatives and programs, we hope
to provide a comprehensive set of incentives, both financial and technical, to encourage
green approaches and encrgy conservation that will also foster neighborhood
revitalization and further private investment in our residential and commercial properties.

We look forward to working with DHCD in the future and realizing the positive impact of these
programs that emphasize a sustainable balance between economic, social apd environmental
resources,

Sincerely,

AANA LA

Magreen Scott-Taylor
Dir [ Economic Development
TOWN OF EASTON

14 South Harrison Street

Easton, Maryland 21601
410-820-8822
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BLKTON
ALLIANCE, INC.

Building on the past
[for a brighter future

101 Eust Main Street
Elkton, Mb 2192
410-398-3076
Fax 410-398-4971
www.clktonslliance org

——eeee

Memories

é}“‘ ;ll:l;tilr\nmlv in
% Elkton...
A

Forever

Frances H. Whitaker
Hunorary Lifetime Member

Bourd of Dircctors:

Officers:

Nelson K, Rolender,
Chairman

Karen L. Griffin,
Vice-Chuirperson
leffrey M. Seidel,
Treasurer

Donald 8. Hicks,
Secretary

Directors:

Deron G, Brown

Larry W. Crause, Ir. .
Patrick W, Dennis

John I, Denver

Joseph L. Fisona, Mayor
Dwight E. Hair

Andrew Levy

Dr. Kenneth S. Lewis
RogerL.Owens, &
Dr. W. Stcphen Pannill '
Scort G, Williams

Elkton Alliance

December 9, 2009

U.S. Department of Energy

RE: DE-FOA-0000148, Topic 1
To whom it may concemn:

On behalf of Elkton Main Street, I am pleased to provide support for the
initiatives and programs outlined in the Maryland Department of Housing
and Community Development’s (PHCD) Energy Efficiency and
Conservation Block Grant application,

Sustainable and green commumities seek to conserve resources; provide
open spaces and parks for recreation and cultivation; offer multiple options
for transportation; and use natural and cultural resources wisely to conserve
for future generations. The energy efficiency efforts proposed by DHCD
will provide a much needed catalyst to encourage our stakeholders - small
business owners, property owners, residents and the like - to implement
sustainable practices that not only focus on conservation but on economic
growth.

By partnering with DHCD and promoting the proposed initiatives and
programs, we hope to provide a comprehensive set of incentives, both
financial and technical, to encourage green approaches and energy
conservation that will also foster neighborhood revitalization and further
private investment in our residential and commercial properties.

We look forward to working with DHCD in the future and realizing the positive
impact of these programs that emphasize a sustainable balance between economic,
social and environmental resources.

Sincerely,

Py Lot bl

Mary Jo Jablonski
Executive Director

A Maryland Main Street Community

#0425 P.002/002
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Historic Frostburg

A Maryland Main Strect Community
59 E. Main Street, 2nd Floor
Frostburg, MD 21532

(301) 689-6900

A Maryland Main Street Community

December 9, 2009

U.S. Department of Energy

RE: DE-FOA-0000148, Topic 1
To whom it may concern:

On behalf of Frostburg Main Street, I am pleased to provide support for the initiatives
and programs outlined in the Maryland Department of Housing and Community
Development’s (DHCD) Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant application.

Sustainable and green communities seek to conserve resources; provide open spaces and

- parks for recreation and cultivation; offer multiple options for transportation; and use
natural and cultural resources wisely to conserve for future generations. The energy
efficiency efforts proposed by DHCD will provide a much needed catalyst to encourage
our stakeholders - small business OWIETS. property owners, residents and the like - to
implement sustainable practices that not only focus on conservation but on economic
growth.

By partnering with DHCD and promoting the proposed initiatives and programs, we hope
to provide a comprehensive set of incentives, both financial and technical, to encourage
green approaches and energy conservation that will also foster neighborhood
revitalization and further private investment in our residential and commercial properties.

We look forward to working with DHCD in the future and realizing the positive impact of these
programs that emphasize a sustainable balance between economic, social and environmental
resources.

Sincerely,
D . Brecsen

Maureen T. Brewer
Frostburg Main Street Manager




Havre de Grace Main Street, Inc.

121 North Union Avenue, Suite D
Havre de Grace, MD 21078
410-939-1811
hdgmainstreet@verizon.net
www.mainstreethdg.com

December 9. 2009

U.S. Department of Energy

RE: DE-FOA-0000148, Topic 1
To whom it may concern:

On behalf of Havre de Grace Main Street, Inc.. | am pleased to provide support for the initiatives
and programs outlined in the Maryland Department of Housing and Community Development's
(DHCD) Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant application.

Sustainable and green communities seek to conserve resources; provide open spaces and parks
for recreation and cultivation; offer multiple options for transportation; and use natural and
cultural resources wisely to conserve for future generations. The energy efficiency efforts
proposed by DHCD will provide a much needed catalyst to encourage our stakeholders - small
business owners. property owners, residents and the like - to implement sustainable practices that
not only focus on conservation but on economic growth.

By partnering with DHCD and promoting the proposed initiatives and programs, we hope to
provide a comprehensive set of incentives, both financial and technical, to encourage green
approaches and energy conservation that will also foster neighborhood revitalization and further
private investment in our residential and commercial properties.

We look forward to working with DHCD in the future and realizing the positive impact of these programs
that emphasize a sustainable balance between economic. social and environmental resources.

Sincerely,
£ e Gl
ASUgna. Y/#W*’?W

Diana Broomell
Manager



December 9, 2009

U.S. Department of Energy
RE: DE-FOA-0000148, Topic 1
To whom it may concern:

On behalf of Oakland Main Street, | am pleased to provide support for the init atives and programs
outlined in the Maryland Department of Housing and Community Development’s (DHCD) Energy
Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant application.

Sustainable and green communities seek to conserve resources; provide open spaces and parks for
recreation and cultivation; offer multiple options for transportation; and use natural and cultural
resources wisely tc conserve for future generations. The energy efficiency efforts proposed by DHCD
will provide a much needed catalyst to éncourage our stakeholders - small business owners, property
owners, residents and the like - to implement sustainable practices that not only focus on conservation
but on economic growth.

By partnering with DHCD and promoting the proposed initiatives and programs, we hope to provide a
comprehensive set of incentives, both financial and technical, to encourage green approaches and
energy conservation that will also foster neighborhood revitalization and further private investment in
our residential and commercial properties.

We look forward to working with DHCD in the future and realizing the positive impact of these programs
that emphasize a sustainable balance between economic, social and environmental resources.

Smc,erefy,

\../{.."{I‘ L’t{. /Z.-{-L
Ariane Murray .

Main Street Manager



B Comumissioners

Al 1':&' ‘ Frank White. President
5 (KA 4 5_1:;) Town of Princess Anne Garland Hayward. Vice President
NS ) ] Hellenna L. Terrell
ey, ‘ 30489 Bload Street Tanitta Thomas
Princess Anne, Maryland 21853 Dennis Williams
410-651-1818

Brenda S. Benton
Interim Town Manager

December 9, 2009

U.S. Department of Energy

RE: DE-FOA-0000148, Topic 1
To whom it may concern:

On behalf of the Town of Princess Anne, I am pleased to provide support for the initiatives and
programs outlined in the Maryland Department of Housing and Community Development’s
(DHCD) Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant application.

Sustainable and green communities seek to conserve resources; provide open spaces and parks
for recreation and cultivation; offer multiple options for transportation; and use natural and
cultural resources wisely to conserve for future generations. The energy efficiency efforts
proposed by DHCD will provide a much needed catalyst to encourage our stakeholders - small
business owners, property owners, residents and the like - to implement sustainable practices that
not only focus on conservation but on economic growth.

By partnering with DHCD and promoting the proposed initiatives and programs, we hope to
provide a comprehensive set of incentives, both financial and technical, to encourage green
approaches and energy conservation that will also foster neighborhood revitalization and further
private investment in our residential and commercial properties.

We look forward to working with DHCD in the future and realizing the positive impact of these programs
that emphasize a sustainable balance between economic, social and environmental resources.

Sincerely,

A&JC&WJ H'n?wmj/bsb

Garland Hayward
Main Street Partnership
Board of Directors Chairman
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December 9, 2009

U.S. Department of Energy

RE: DE-FOA-0000148, Topic 1
. To whom it may concemn:

On behalf of Downtown Salisbury, Urban Salisbury is pleased to provide support for the
initiatives and programs outlined in the Maryland Department of Housing and Community
~ Development's (DHCD) Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant application.

Sustainable and green communities seek to conserve resources; provide open spaces and
parks for recreation and cultivation; offer multiple options for transportation; and use natural and
cultural resources wisely to conserve for future generations. The energy efficiency efforts
proposed by DHCD will provide a much needed catalyst to encourage our stakeholders - small
business owners, property owners, residents and the like - to implement sustainable practices
that not only focus on conservation but on economic growth.

By partnering with DHCD and promoting the proposed initiatives and programs, we hope to
provide a comprehensive set of incentives, both financial and technical, to encourage green
approaches and energy conservation that will also foster neighborhood revitalization and further
private investment in our residential and commercial properties.

We look forward to working with DHCD in the future and realizing the positive impact of these
programs that emphasize a sustainable balance between economic, social and environmentat
resources.

Sincerely,

URBAN SALISBURY, INC.
P.O. Box 4562, Salisbury, Maryland 21803
tet: 410.546.3205 fax: 410.341-8025 emall: ursaled@yahoo.com
wwaw. urbansalisbury.org
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- December 9, 2009

U.S. Department of Energy

RE: DE-FOA-0000148, Topic 1
To whom it may concern:

On behalf of Main Street Takoma and the Old Takoma Business Association, I am
pleased to provide support for the initiatives and programs outlined in the Maryland
Department of Housing and Community Development’s (DHCD) Energy Efficiency and
Conservation Block Grant application.

Sustainable and green communities seek to conserve resources; provide open spaces and
parks for recreation and cultivation; offer multiple options for transportation; and use
natural and cultural resources wisely to conserve for future generations. The energy
efficiency efforts proposed by DHCD will provide a much needed catalyst to encourage
our stakeholders - small business owners, property owners, residents and the like - to
implement sustainable practices that not only focus on conservation but on economic
growth.

By partnering with DHCD and promoting the proposed initiatives and programs, we hope
to provide a comprehensive set of incentives, both financial and technical, to encourage
green approaches and energy conservation that will also foster neighborhood
revitalization and further private investment in our residential and commercial properties.

We look forward to working with DHCD in the future and realizing the positive impact of these
programs that emphasize a sustainable balance between economic, social and environmental
resources. 2

Sincerely,

#2/77

Roz Grigsby °
Executive Director
Old Takoma Business Association

Developing a vibrant market center in a unique historic town setting,
Jrom the Takoma Junction in Maryland to the Takoma Theatre tn DC.

P.O. Box 5440 » Takoma Park, Maryland 20913
www. mainstreetakoma.org ¢ 240-253-4229

Facebook: Main Street Takoma
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CITY OF WESTMINSTER TELEPHONE
P.O. Box 710 Local (410) 848-9000

Baltimore Line (410) 876-1313

Westminster, Maryland 21158 Website: www.westgov.com

T Eas s

December 9, 2009

U.S. Department of Energy
1000 Independence Ave., SW
Washington, DC 20585

RE: DE-FOA-0000148, Topic 1
To whom it may concern:

On behalf of the City of Westminster, Maryland and the Downtown Westminster Main Strect
Program, I am pleased to provide support for the initiatives and programs outlined in the Maryland
Department of Housing and Community Development’s (DHCD) Energy Efficiency and
Conservation Block Grant application.

Sustainable and green communities seek to conserve resources; provide open spaces and parks
for recreation and cultivation: offer multiple options for transportation; and use natural and cultural
resources wisely to conserve for future generations. The energy efficiency efforts proposed by DHCD
will provide a much needed catalyst to encourage our stakeholders in both our Main Street and Maple
Street communities - small business owners, property owners and residents - to implement sustainable
practices that not only focus on conservation but on economic growth.

By parmering with DHCD and promoting the proposed initiatives and programs, we hope to
provide a comprehensive set of incentives, both financial and technical, to encourage green
approaches and energy conservation that will also foster neighborhood revitalization and further
privaie invesiment in our residential and commercial communities.

We look forward to working with DHCD in the future and realizing the positive impact of
these programs that emphasize a sustainable balance between economic, social and environmental
TESOUTCES.

Should you have any questions or require additional information, please feel free to call me at

(410) 848-5294 or email me at stuchlewicz(@westgov.com.

Sincerely,

]S%: . Ruchlewicz, Administeator

e of Economic Development
Main Street Program Center

ce: Ms. Marge Wolf, City Administrator
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December 10, 2009

To: The U.S Department of Energy

Re; Announcement Number DE-FOA-0000148
Retrofit Ramp-up and General Innovation Fund program

We are writing this letter in support of the Maryland Department of Housing and Community
Development’s application in response to the U.S. Department of Energy’s Competitive
Solicitation for Retrofit Ramp-up and General Innovation Fund Programs.

Over the years AGM has been an active partner in the financing of affordable housing
throughout the state. In that capacity we have worked with the Maryland Department of
Housing and Community Development (DHCD) on many projects utilizing our joint
resources in a manner that satisfies our prudent lender standards as an FHA approved
mortgagee and meets the needs of Maryland’s moderate and low income families. As a private
lender, we have been proud to partner with DHCD to achieve the public purpose mission of
the agency.

We understand that it is the intention of DHCD to use the grant to apply existing and tested
techniques to increase the efficient use of energy in existing properties throughout the state.
As a licensed mortgagee, we would like to combine our expertise in HUD-insured mortgages
for the preservation of existing affordable housing with the imperative of energy conservation.
DHCD has asked us to partner with them in evaluating approaches to encourage such lending.
To this end we would work with them in reviewing such documents as energy audits formats,
for example, so that energy audits will be useful in critical lending decisions. DGCD has
also asked us to process HUD-insured loans for projects covered by this grant request which
we would be happy to do.

We are prepared to consider such lending opportunities as this proposal may generate and
provide the Department and sponsors with a speedy response on whether or not HUD
financing would be an appropriate mechanism for such projects.

We at AGM look forward to working with the Maryland DHCD on this very important and
exciting venture.

Yours Truly
) o~
‘7%4‘9’{%@-/ Aa{" L
yy T~
Marpdlet Allea

Financing Communities with FHA

MULTI-FAMILY HEALTHCARE



Ruth Kiselewich
Director, Demand Side Management Programs

P.O. Box 1475
Baltimore, Maryland 21203-1475

410.470.1361

A Consteflation Energy Company

December 13, 2009

U.S. Department of Energy

RE: DE-FOA-0000148, Topic 1
To whom it may concern:

On behalf of Baltimore Gas and Electric Company (BGE), I am pleased to provide support for the
initiatives and programs outlined in the Maryland Department of Housing and Community Development’s
(DHCD) Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant application. Baltimore Gas and Electric
Company (BGE), a subsidiary of Constellation Energy, headquartered in Baltimore, is Maryland’s largest
gas and electric utility, delivering power to more than 1.2 million electric customers and more than
640,000 natural gas customers in Central Maryland.

The “Preservation and Revitalization through Energy Efficiency” proposed programs will complement and
leverage BGE’s energy efficiency and conservation programs that support the EmPOWER Maryland
Energy Efficiency Act of 2008, BGE offers both residential and commercial energy efficiency programs
including incentives and rebates on energy efficient lighting, heating and cooling systems, select
ENERGY STAR” appliances, new construction and offers residential customers help to improve their
existing homes with the Quick Home Energy Check-up, the comprehensive Home Performance with
ENERGY STAR audit and the Limited Income Energy Efficiency Program. BGE offers a number of
programs for businesses and non-profits including a specialized lighting program for small businesses that
covers 80% of the energy efficient lighting upgrade.

BGE is especially supportive of the proposed programs including the Habitat for Ilumanity. BGE also
partners with Habitat in a number of ways including having provided a $500,000 contribution over 5 years
to the Habitat for HHumanity of the Chesapeake (made by its parent Constellation Energy in 2008), by
providing advice on increasing the energy efficiency of Habitat homes and with Mark Case, Senior Vice
President for Strategy and Regulatory Affairs, being on the Habitat’s board.

We look forward to working with DHCD in the future and realizing the positive impact of these programs
that emphasize a sustainable balance between economic, social and environmental resources.

Sincerely,

??u.TL < Aih-d{ A:DL

Ruth C. Kiselewich
Director, Demand Side Management Programs



Maryland Energy Martin O'Malley, Governor

: N ) Malcolm D. Woolf, Director
ADMINISTRATION 1623 Forest Drive, Suite 300
Powering Marvland's Future Annapolis, MD 21403

: p.410.260.7655

800.72. ENERGY

f410-974-2250

www.enetgy.matyland.gov

December 11, 2009

Karen Bahan

U.S. Department of Energy

DOE Environmental Management Consolidated Business Center
Chiquita Center

250 East Sth Street, Suite 800

Cincinnati, OH 45202

Dear Ms. Bahan:

I am writing to endorse the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) Energy Efficiency and Conservation
Block Grant (EECBG) Retrofit Ramp-Up application submitted by the Maryland State Department of
Housing and Community Development (DHCD). This application represents an excellent opportunity
for enabling significant energy savings through transformative policies and programs—implemented
locally with critical support from partners at all levels—that will be replicable throughout Maryland and
the United States. I encourage DOE to look favorably upon DHCD’s Retrofit Ramp-Up application and
award its full request.

In 2008, Maryland Governor Martin O’Malley signed into law the EnPOWER Maryland initiative,
which will reduce energy consumption by 15 percent by the year 2015. At the state level, MEA is
making real progress and producing quantifiable results. EmPOWER Maryland goals will be met in part
through collaborative efforts across state government, and ready-to-implement programs like those
described in DHCD’s Retrofit Ramp-Up application will be instrumental to our success.

The “Investment in Main Street: Energy Efficiency for Economic Growth” program elements of
DHCD’s Retrofit Ramp-Up application complement MEA’s overall energy strategy. DHCD proposes
to leverage its own three decades of experience as a lender and program administrator with the resources
of MEA and other partners, including utilities and private foundations. The efficiency retrofit plan
described in DHCD’s application would distribute energy efficiency benefits across Maryland, in
diverse locales, and accelerate progress toward achieving a state that is “smart, green, and growing”.



MEA
Letter of Support for the Maryland State DHCD
EECBG Retrofit Ramp-Up Application

In closing, if awarded, DHCD’s proposal will contribute directly to meeting EmPOWER Maryland
goals, creating sustainable jobs in an emerging sector, and furthering MEA’s efforts across our state.

Yours very truly,

W .

Malcolm D. Woolf
Director



B2 EssexBank

A Division of %2 Bank of Fssex
December 9, 2009

U.S. Department of Energy
Re: DE-FOA-0000148, Topic 1

To whom it may concern:

I am writing this letter in support of the Maryland Department of Housing and
Community Development’s (DHCD) application to the U.S. Department of Energy’s
Competitive Solicitation for Topic 1, Retrofit Ramp-up through the Energy Efficiency
and Conservation Block Grant (EECBG). The Department of Housing and Community
Development’s wrap-around approach is one that we feel will provide significant and
sustainable benefit to Maryland residents. Since 1926, Essex Bank has operated as a core
community bank, serving its local community though conservative lending and prudent
balance sheet management. It is this community commitment and sound lending
background that drives us to pursue innovative strategies, such as DHCD’s efforts to
bring about sustainable and targeted energy efficiency improvements in communities
across the State of Maryland.

DHCD will utilize funds from the EECBG program to expedite the application of
innovative techniques, resulting in an increase in energy efficiency measures in existing
residential and commercial properties throughout the state. We are particularly interested
in the homeownership component of DHCD’s EECBG plan, which would create a
lending program to make available loans for moderate-income families in order to
provide measurable energy efficiency retrofits, weatherization and the purchase of
Energy Star appliances (and is based on an existing, successful grant-funded retrofit
program). DHCD is developing this model to be sustainable and easily replicable and to
serve as a tool for widespread market-transformation, particularly in Maryland’s more
rural jurisdictions. This type of innovative program will benefit greatly from the
involvement of a private lending partner, and will act to leverage DHCD’s grant funds
and further the reach of the program. We are enthusiastic about these efforts, and look
forward to strengthening this partnership.

I hope that this letter satisfies your needs. I and staff at Essex Bank look forward
to working with DHCD in this very important venture.

Sincerely,

.’"l f 7 /

F. f Al
Vi £

Richard J. Oppitz
Market President
Maryland Division

CROFTON OFFICE: 2120 Baldwin Avenue, Crofton, MD 21114 Phone (410) 721-7330 - CORPORATE OFFICE (410) 721-8444
ARNOLD OFFICE: 1460 Ritchie Highway, Amold, MD 21012 Phone (410) 757-7777 « ROCKVILLE OFFICE: 1101 Nelson Street, Rockville, MD 20850 Phone (301) 294-9350
CLINTON OFFICE: 5023 Woodyard Road, Clinton, MD 20735 Phone (301) 868-9010 - LANDOVER HILLS OFFICE: 7467 Annapolis Road, Landover Hills, MD 20784 Phone (301) 577-7000
ROSEDALE OFFICE: 1230 Race Road, Rosedale, MD 21237 Phane (410) 574-3303 - CATONSVILLE OFFICE: 1000 Ingleside Avenue, Catansville, MD 21228 Phone (410) 747-6200

Member FDIC - Equal Housing Lender



7 Habitat for Humanity’

December 11, 2009

United States Department of Energy
Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant Applications

Dear Proposal Review Team:

The purpose of this letter is to recommend your favorable review of the proposal from the Maryland
Department of Housing and Economic Development (MDDHCD) under Topic 1 — Retrofit Ramp Up.

Habitat for Humanity of Maryland stands as a ready partner with MDHCD to efficiently and effectively
implement and leverage funding to dramatically improve encrgy-efficiency in both non-Allocation and
Allocation regions of Maryland in two key ways:

e Nine Habitat for Humanity affiliates in Maryland (Allegany, Caroline, Choptank, Garrett,
Wicomico, and Worcester (non-Allocation); and Charles, Montgomery, and Prince George’s
(Allocation) will be constructing 150 Habitat homes for 500 residents of these communities over
the next three years. These small, new, more energy efficient homes are bringing low-income
families out of dilapidated, overcrowded, inefficient rental properties through completely
volunteer labor and privately donated funds and materials. EECBG funds applied to these
projects could be spread further with more dramatic impact as they leverage over $10 million in
Habitat private support.

e These same affiliates also operate volunteer repair and refurbishment services for neighboring
low-income homeowners, such as ReBuilding Together. As labor and many materials for these
rebuilding programs are already donated, EECBG funds could allow for more even more energy-
efficient items and supplies. Again, the Habitat model of operation would enable funding to go
further, even as it affects and engages more residents and resources of and for these local low-
income communities.

Whether through new construction or rebuild/repair programs, these Habitat for Humanity affiliates and
Habitat for Humanity of Maryland have the proven ability to work closely with MDHCD and the
Maryland Department of Energy in true statewide public/private partnership. We sincerely hope that you
will consider the strengths that our mission, creating safe, decent, and affordable homes with first time
low-income families, brings to the MDHCD proposal. Thank you in advance for your consideration of
this request.

Sincerely,

David Minges
David Minges

Executive Director

Habitat for Humanity-Maryland
410.459.1758
dave@habitatmaryland.org



National Trust
Loan Fund

NATIONAL TRUST FOR
HISTORIC PRESERVATION®

December 10, 2009

U.S. Department of Energy
RE: DE-FOA-0000148, Topic 1

To whom it may concern:

On behalf of the National Trust Loan Fund, I am pleased to provide support for
Maryland’s Green Retrofit Improvement Program (GRIP) outlined in the Maryland
Department of Housing and Community Development’s (DHCD) Energy Efficiency and
Conservation Block Grant application.

Sustainable and green communities seek to conserve resources; provide open spaces and
parks for recreation and cultivation; offer multiple options for transportation; and use
natural and cultural resources wisely to conserve for future generations. The energy
efficiency efforts proposed by DHCD’s GRIP will provide a much needed catalyst to
encourage Main Street stakeholders — particularly small business owners and property
owners - to implement sustainable practices that not only focus on conservation but on
economic growth.

The National Trust Loan Fund hopes to partner with DHCD’s Main Street Maryland
program to promote GRIP as part of a comprehensive set of incentives, both financial and
technical, to encourage energy conservation and green approaches that will also foster
neighborhood revitalization and further private investment in Main Street Maryland’s
commercial and residential properties.

We look forward to working with DHCD’s Main Street Maryland and realizing the positive
impact of these programs that emphasize a sustainable balance between economic, social and
environmental resources.

Sincerely, )
/MM

Linda B. Sorden
Associate Director

Helping people protect, enhance and enjoy the places that matier to them
(202) 588-6024 - FAX (202) 588-6207
1785 Massachusetts Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20036
http://www.preservationnation.org/loan-fund



TERRALOGOS
December 13, 2009

uUs. Department of Energy
RE: DE-FOA-0000148, Topic 1

To whom it may concern:

On behalf of TerraLogos Energy Group, I am pleased to confirm that we are
committed to be among the first on the service providers list related to Maryland’s
Green Retrofit Improvement Program (GRIP) and other energy efficiency
initiatives outlined in the Maryland Department of Housing and Community
Development’s (DHCD) Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant
application.

The energy efficiency efforts proposed by DHCD’s GRIP will provide a much
needed catalyst to encourage Main Street stakeholders — particularly small
business owners and property owners - to implement sustainable practices that
not only focus on resource conservation but on economic growth.

TerraLogos Energy Group, a private company, was founded by partners with over
30 years of experience in green building design and technologies. TerraLogos is a
Building Performance Institute certified contractor in the Maryland Home
Performance with ENERGY STAR® Program and performs energy audits for
offices, small commercial buildings, churches, schools and multi-family
buildings. In addition to performing energy audits, TerraLogos maintains a
Sustainable Contractors Network, which will serve as the initial list of contracting
companies that DHCD will offer as part of the service provider list. The Network
includes pre-qualified contractors in the appropriate fields who understand the
energy improvements recommended and can perform the upgrades properly.

By partnering with DHCD and promoting GRIP and other related programs, we
hope to be a part of a comprehensive set of incentives, both financial and
technical, to encourage energy conservation and green business practices. These
efforts will foster neighborhood revitalization and further private investment in
Main Street Maryland’s commercial and residential properties.

We look forward to working with DHCD and realizing the positive impact of
these programs that emphasize a sustainable balance between economic, social
and environmental resources.

Sincerely,

@%m/

Peter Van Buren, President

Your partner in energy efficiency
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Main Street Maryland

Town of Cambridge, Dorchester County
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Main Street Maryland

Chestertown, Kent County
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Main Street Maryland

City of Cumberland, Allegany County

0

iUy
G /85

% Maitin OMalley. Govemer m Main Street Area - Designated Neighborhoods

nnnnnnn Brawn Lt Bovernes
DHCD Ragmend & Shinne: Faceeray munity L Areas Priority Funding Areas
Dyl Derarimen: 8 WS iaranca 4, Snuggs. Deputy Secratary ,/‘ Community Legacy - rity g9

. dale: 12102008



Main Street Maryland

Town of Denton, Caroline County
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Main Street Maryland
Dundalk, Baltimore County
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Main Street Maryland

Town of Easton, Talbot County

NG A NCEVAL
X I TANGIAE

Ashby P\ari&/l "!% .

)
|$ubdiws.'6nl\ (@3‘ = ,J/\

H

\I —
G
(&>

-

-

-

" S
e DS
-

NN MARARRRN AN R

S

AR

NEA LR SRR

S
S NACERA SR SER RSSO NS S SSRGS

N ROt RRRNAN

DOSNSSAK

X

N\
RAIIHIR
N \ i

T

:\\

NN

RN

;s{f

x\#
N
W
N
N
AN
NN
\%}'\ ..
W
k ,E\‘i‘@?\-‘
NN
A b
Tt
Uy lJ é;'-“
=
‘; f:‘g ! H

b RIS BN A N AR R R SR RANR N

| PASRAE R AR UCR R AN R AN RN
LASAAAL AR SRR GATRALRR ANRARRAE AR RN

SRR A AR NN A RN AN NN
NSNS AN MO RSO

NN

hX

N

N

‘-—

N

N

N

NN

AN R

WA

S ‘QS{‘

3 o\

N R

'}u \%.

Nk

NRR
\
\

n A% 2 \
3 S 2 i == X e “ N\ g 4 A )
: Y N\ . THRNEARS \ \ N .\‘_ \ ": ?\; MY :-;‘ N ;-‘ ‘: y AL -
R \ S\ \&\ X \ OO 2NN :
Vi ) ; WSOV N .

NN

v * v

A/ F—L 3 - z =
,4 Broo!fwoldg aum}lhl \ r_; 221 = &
7(reA iSi &) = S ( Eor B
%ﬂ. Estates subd:‘w >ion) BEECH 15| = 2 | | Vs RJ J s /7 /1
== PL | lwlT =17 BYROQN -;/,. L= /3
= My “ ALL ;%‘ﬁ: INTER SE 5
Andonderry 'L—;i._\m_l-:: EARLE g AR E = Z » : R 5T, bz
bdivision) AVE L > AVE] AVE #2 CaZ 2o fy - = - f K\"

A % - U U - = E . / _y() .;_?_:_ & :

o \ l 13| Tl 7\ =
zzl &3 =t A =

-= - = -

A\ 4 0 Bz *J

< s 7 =
o ( )

IDLEWIL

-‘III
] WE —_—
|
'
|
i

4,
\\‘\\//
\ e |
/I\
A\
g /
W
55 w
<
o z.
|zt
£%
-2
ls
B
IR,
-3 2
e

1) main street Areas I Designated Neighborhoods
Community Legacy Areas Priority Funding Areas

it clata: 12102008



Main Street Maryland

Town of Elkton, Cecil County
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Main Street Maryland
City of Frostburg, Allegany County
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Main Street Maryland

Town of Havre de Grace, Harford County

E L=

m Main Street Area 0 Designated Neighborhoods
V77 community Legacy Areas ~ Priority Funding Areas




Main Street Maryland

Town of Oakland, Garrett County
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Main Street Maryland

Town of Princess Anne, Somerset County
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Main Street Maryland
Town of Salisbury, Wicomico County
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Main Street Maryland

Town of Takoma Park, Montgomery County
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Main Street Maryland
Town of Westminster, Caroll County
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