NORTH AMERICAN SOLAR CHALLENGE

-2-

[image: image1.jpg]| fr—

Vo





[image: image1.jpg]
Media may contact:

NASC Media Relations, 303-384-SOLR (7657), nasc@nrel.gov
Chris Powers, DOE, 303-275-4742, christopher.powers@go.doe.gov
Media Relations, Natural Resources Canada, 613-992-4447, media@nrcan.gc.ca 

Jeff Adams, CSI Wireless, 403-259-3311, ext. 254, JAdams@csi-wireless.com
Solar-powered cars qualify to race from U.S. to Canada

Topeka, Kan., May 24, 2005 – The University of Minnesota turned in the fastest qualifying time as 30 teams attempted to qualify for participation in the 2005 North American Solar Challenge (NASC).

By traveling 120 miles on the track at Heartland Park in Topeka, Kan., the University of Minnesota has earned the “pole” position in the international solar car competition, which will run from Austin, Texas, to Calgary, Alberta.

Iowa State University will be in the second spot at the starting line this summer. Auburn University will start third as the cars leave from the Bob Bullock Texas State History Museum in one-minute intervals at 9 a.m. on July 17, headed for a July 27 finish at the University of Calgary’s Olympic Oval.

In addition to driving 120 miles at an average minimum speed of 25 mph, all cars qualifying for the NASC had to pass a variety of mechanical, electrical and safety tests. Other teams to qualify were the University of Missouri-Rolla, CalSol, University of Michigan and Northwestern University.

The teams requiring adjustments before participating in the NASC and those that missed this qualifier will still have the opportunity to qualify for the race at the final qualifier in Austin and College Station, Texas, July 10-15. A full list of registered teams is online at http://www.americansolarchallenge.org/index.html.  Race regulations and route information also can be obtained from the Web site.
The race is sponsored by the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE), its National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL), Natural Resources Canada (NRCan) and CSI Wireless Inc.  

Participants in NASC will make history as the first solar car racers to cross an international border.   The 2005 race also sets a new standard for length; at 2500 miles, it surpasses the 2001 and 2003 races by more than 100 miles and is still the longest solar car race in the world.  This race will also have the most teams from outside the United States; 10 of the 40 teams registered are from Canada.

The race follows U.S. Route 75 and the Trans-Canada Highway (Highway 1), with checkpoints in Weatherford, Texas; Broken Arrow, Okla.; Topeka, Kan.; Omaha, Neb.; Sioux Falls, S.D.; Fargo, N.D.; Winnipeg, Manitoba; Brandon, Manitoba; Regina, Saskatchewan; and Medicine Hat, Alberta, before reaching the finish in Calgary. 
NASC cars must be powered solely by sunshine.  The racers use photovoltaic (solar) cells to convert sunlight into electricity to power their cars.  The cars often travel at highway speeds and are required to obey local speed limits. 

DOE’s overarching mission is enhancing national security.  The priorities of the department’s energy programs are to increase domestic energy production, revolutionize our approach to energy conservation and efficiency, and promote the development of renewable and energy efficiency technologies.  NREL is DOE’s primary national laboratory for renewable energy and energy efficiency research and development.  NREL is operated for DOE by Midwest Research Institute and Battelle.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Natural Resources Canada (NRCan) plays a pivotal role in helping shape the important contributions of the natural resources sector to the Canadian economy, society and environment. The department conducts innovative science to generate ideas and transfer technologies, and represents Canada’s international interests to meet our global commitments related to natural resources. By promoting the responsible use of our natural resources, NRCan builds on the Government of Canada’s commitment to ensuring the quality of life in our communities, a healthy environment and continued economic prosperity — for the Canada we want, for ourselves and for future generations.

CSI Wireless designs and manufactures innovative, cost-effective, wireless and GPS products for mobile and fixed applications in the agriculture, marine, automotive and other industries. CSI, through its Hemisphere GPS and its Wireless divisions, is a leader in several high-growth markets including Telematics, Desktop Cellular Telephones and GPS Guidance for agriculture and marine applications. The company owns numerous patents and intellectual property. CSI's common shares trade on The Toronto Stock Exchange under the trading symbol "CSY", with approximately 42 million outstanding. Its head offices are in Calgary, Alberta, and it has major product development, sales and marketing facilities in California's Silicon Valley, Arizona and Kansas. For more information about CSI, go to http://www.csi-wireless.com/.
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