NORTH AMERICAN SOLAR CHALLENGE

-2-

[image: image1.jpg]| fr—

Vo





[image: image1.jpg]
Media may contact:

Christopher Powers, DOE, 720-320-8692, christopher.powers@go.doe.gov
Anna Martinez-Barnish, DOE, 720-320-8694, anna.martinez-barnish@go.doe.gov
Media Relations, Natural Resources Canada, 613-992-4447, media@nrcan.gc.ca
George Douglas, NREL, 713-353-7540, george_douglas@nrel.gov
University of Michigan Wins North American Solar Challenge
Calgary, Alberta, Canada, July 27, 2005 – The University of Michigan won a highly-competitive 2005 North American Solar Challenge (NASC) today, crossing the finish line at 11:27am Mountain Daylight Time using only the energy of the sun.
Unofficial results show the University of Michigan’s car, Momentum, made the trip from Austin, Texas, to Calgary, Alberta, in a cumulative time of 53 hours, 59 minutes and 43 seconds, for an average speed of 46.2 mph. Average speed is determined by dividing the distance traveled by the cumulative time, and includes time spent driving through traffic in cities and towns as well as on open highways.
The University of Minnesota placed second in the race with an unofficial total time of 54:11:35. The Massachusetts Institute of Technology placed third with an unofficial time of 56:34:43. Rankings are preliminary, subject to final review and approval.
The North American Solar Challenge is an educational event in which teams compete to build the best solar-powered car. This year’s event started in August July 17 and follows U.S. Route 75 and the Trans-Canada Highway (Highway 1) to Calgary. At 2,500 miles, the NASC is the longest solar car race in the world.
Before arriving at the University of Calgary’s Olympic Oval, the solar cars passed through checkpoints in Weatherford, Texas; Broken Arrow, Okla.; Topeka, Kan.; Omaha, Neb.; Sioux Falls, S.D.; Fargo, N.D.; Winnipeg, Manitoba; Brandon, Manitoba; Regina, Saskatchewan; and Medicine Hat, Alberta.
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The contest in sponsored by the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE), Natural Resources Canada, DOE’s National Renewable Energy Laboratory, TransAlta, University of Calgary, CSI Wireless, AMD and Manitoba Transportation and Government Services. 

DOE’s overarching mission is enhancing national security.  The priorities of the department’s energy programs are to increase domestic energy production, revolutionize our approach to energy conservation and efficiency, and promote the development of renewable and energy efficiency technologies.  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Natural Resources Canada (NRCan) plays a pivotal role in helping shape the important contributions of the natural resources sector to the Canadian economy, society and environment. The department conducts innovative science to generate ideas and transfer technologies, and represents Canada’s international interests to meet our global commitments related to natural resources. By promoting the responsible use of our natural resources, NRCan builds on the Government of Canada’s commitment to ensuring the quality of life in our communities, a healthy environment and continued economic prosperity — for the Canada we want, for ourselves and for future generations.

  NREL is DOE’s primary national laboratory for renewable energy and energy efficiency research and development.  NREL is operated for DOE by Midwest Research Institute and Battelle.

Note to editor: Final results and photos from the race can be found online at www.americansolarchallenge.org.
College Sports Television, www.cstv.com, plans to broadcast a one-hour special on the North American Solar Challenge this fall.
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