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DOE assessment examines proposed development of NREL South Table Mountain site
Golden, Colo., June 1 – The U.S. Department of Energy announced that the draft Environmental Assessment (EA) of three development projects at the National Renewable Energy Laboratory South Table Mountain site (STM) is available for public review and comment for 21 days.
   In accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), DOE prepared the draft Environmental Assessment to evaluate the potential environmental impacts of facilities, operations and related funding decisions.  DOE proposes to construct and operate three site projects, including a renewable fuel heating plant that would use wood waste as its primary fuel, various solar technology advancement installations and a mesa top photovoltaic project that would generate about 1 megawatt of solar energy for use at the lab’s main campus.
   The proposed projects would substantially reduce NREL’s use of natural gas and grid-provided electricity, while simultaneously advancing and contributing to commercialization of renewable energy technologies.
   The EA is available for review online in the DOE Golden Field Office web site at www.eere.energy.gov/golden/Reading_Room.aspx and in hard copy at the NREL Visitor Center located at 15003 Denver West Parkway, Golden.  A copy can be requested from DOE NEPA Compliance Officer Steve Blazek at 303-275-4723; steve.blazek@go.doe.gov.  Written comments should be submitted to Blazek’s attention at the DOE Golden Field Office, 1617 Cole Boulevard, Golden, CO 80401 or faxed to 303-275-4790.

[image: image1]   Separate from the NEPA process, DOE is planning to hold a community meeting in July to inform local residents about other new facility construction plans.  NREL is a federally-owned, contractor-operated research facility that supports renewable energy and energy efficiency technology. 
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