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	DOE Names Dr. Rita Wells Manager

Of Golden Field Office


GOLDEN, COLO.  – Assistant Secretary of Energy (DOE) Alexander Karsner today announced the appointment of Rita Lappin Wells, Ph.D., as the new manager of the DOE Golden Field Office, the department’s primary organization for managing renewable energy and energy efficiency projects across the nation.  For the last two years, Wells has served in Washington, D.C. in DOE’s Office of Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy as deputy assistant secretary for Business and Administration.
Wells joins an office that has experienced a growth rate of more than 50 percent during the last year, bringing it to roughly 200 employees, as well as a significant increase in workload and budget.  For fiscal year 2007, the office's budget totaled more than $350 million, up from an average of around $210 million for the previous three fiscal years.
Another important mission of the office is administrative oversight of the National Renewable Energy Laboratory in Golden, a government-owned facility operated by a contractor, currently Midwest Research Institute of Kansas City, Mo.

Wells’ extensive background in federal management includes working in an executive position at the U.S. Department of Transportation before joining DOE.  She also was part of the executive leadership team for an independent Federal agency that managed $1.5 billion worth of programs to help people with disabilities prepare for and find jobs.  Before that, she worked for the Department of Defense including positions at both the Industrial College of the Armed Forces (ICAF) and the Air Force Institute of Technology.

Her experience extends to the college classroom where she taught business courses at the University of Virginia and graduate courses in leadership and global strategic management at John Hopkins University.  Wells holds a doctorate from Ohio State University, an MBA from Southern Illinois University and a bachelor’s degree from the University of Illinois.  She is a graduate of the ICAF and the Department of Defense Senior Executive Leadership Course, as well as the recipient of many awards, including the Presidential Rank Award, the Commander's Award for Public Service and the Meritorious Civilian Service Award. 
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