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Energy Department Gives Go-Ahead

For Medicine Bow Wind Project

DOE to Study, Share Data on Impact to Avian Population
GOLDEN, COLO.--The U. S. Department of Energy (DOE) today announced it has issued a “Finding of No Significant Impact” for a project to install an innovative low wind speed turbine in the existing Medicine Bow wind farm.  A Finding of No Significant Impact is a determination under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) that the project will have no significant adverse impact on the environment and authorizes the industrial partner, in this case Clipper Windpower, to proceed with construction.

The Low Speed Turbine Demonstration Project is a DOE-funded initiative to demonstrate and collect performance data on a new type of large wind turbine, one that can operate in areas of the country where average wind speeds are in at least the 13-14 mph range.  Most large wind turbines operate efficiently where average wind speeds are at least 15 mph.  DOE’s goal is to promote the development of turbines that can operate economically at lower speeds and thus open up additional areas to wind power development.
“Wind power is a clean, affordable, renewable energy source,” said John Kersten, manager of DOE’s Golden, Colo. Field Office.  “Just as important, wind power is a domestic energy source.  It is also the fastest growing energy source in the world today.”
As part of the project, Clipper will conduct a study to determine the turbine’s impact on birds and bats and share the data with interested state and federal agencies.

“The study will be conducted by qualified biologists using standard scientific survey techniques,” said Steve Blazek, NEPA Compliance Officer with the Golden Field Office.  “We will share the data so that fish and wildlife officials can better evaluate the environmental impacts of future wind power projects.  It’s a win-win situation.”
The Finding of No Significant Impact is the result of an environmental assessment conducted in accordance with NEPA.  It involved a “scoping” process in which government agencies and potentially interested groups and individuals are asked about any concerns they may have about the project.  With that as a starting point, an environmental assessment looks at all potential impacts to bird and animal populations, the ecosystem in general, and such things as economics and aesthetics.  The environmental assessment for this project found the adverse impacts to be minimal.

To view a copy of the environmental assessment and the finding of no significant impact, go to http://www.go.doe.gov/reading_room.asp.
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