Paper Sail Powers SUNY ESF Team at Energy Challenge

A student team from the State University of New York, College of Environmental Science and Forestry (SUNY ESF) won first place and $15,000 at Energy Challenge today, for their exceptional paper sail performance.

The 11-member team bested four other schools -- University of Maine, University of Central Florida, Miami University (Ohio) and North Carolina State University – during the final test of Energy Challenge 2001, a sailboat race, to earn top honors in a competition that began more than a year ago when students started designing and building a sail to race made from 100 pounds of wood chips.

The University of Maine captured second place in the event (4th in the race) and won $10,000 and Miami University (Ohio) placed third overall and won $5,000 despite its fabric sail tearing twice before reaching the starting point of the race.

"This is unbelievable," said Mark Southwick, who is team captain for SUNY ESF. "It was our first time having the sail go out on the water because weather in Syracuse (N.Y.) has been miserable. For it to work as well as it did, is just a great feeling."

Total scoring for the collegiate-level, industrial event was based on best sail performance during a timed race, written reports, gross weight, tear and tensile strength and novelty of design. The race portion accounted for only 20 percent of total scoring for the event. Miami’s fabric sail impressed the review committee throughout the competition as the students scored high marks on their written reports. 

Energy Challenge '01, sponsored by the U.S. Department of Energy, Institute of Paper Science and Technology (Atlanta, Ga.), Vanguard Sailboats and Hercules, Inc., allows engineering students to work with energy efficiency and waste minimization concepts that have real applications in the pulp and paper industry.

During the last eight months to two years, students of the competing schools built nonwoven composite sails. The sails were to be designed exclusively from paper products, including wood fiber, synthetic polymers and commonly used paper products. 

Each of the schools received a $2,000 "start up" grant to assist with the funding of their project and 100 pounds of wood chips to convert into a paper fiber to fashion the sail.

The purpose of Energy Challenge '01 was to increase interest in science and engineering and promote awareness of energy efficiency, manufacturing design, recycling, waste minimization, package maximizing and pulp and paper industrial processes.

The competition supports DOE's Agenda 2020 – a program to enhance the economic competitiveness of the U.S. forest products industry and to help the pulp and paper industry reach the vision of more energy efficient manufacturing processes in the year 2020.

Atlanta Falcons football player Brady Smith helped start the race. He sent the boats out to the starting point with a whistle. Smith also signed autographs for fans and took pictures with the teams.
Editor's Note: Additional information about the contest can be found on the Energy Challenge Web site at http://www.ipst.edu/energy_challenge. Photos and a press release are available online. E-mailed copies of both are available to the media by request after April 9. For any questions about Energy Challenge, contact John Horst at 303-275-4709 for all other inquiries, including photo print orders.

RESULTS

	TEAM
	TOTAL SCORE
	RACE PLACE
	BEST SAILING TIME (5 HEATS)

	1. SUNY ESF
	82.8
	1
	11:42

	2. UMaine
	78.1
	4
	10:48 – best time

	3. Miami
	76.2
	5
	N/A

	4. UCF
	75.6
	2
	12:08

	5. NCSU
	74.6
	3
	12:24
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