DOE Manager Recognized for a Lifetime of Working to Spread Renewable Energy Around World

U.S. Department of Energy Golden Field Office Manager Frank Stewart has made visits to such nations as Nigeria, Mozambique, South Africa and Ghana to advise governments on how using renewable energy technologies can meet some of their enormous electricity needs.  On one of those trips, wielding pliers and a hammer, he actually helped install a solar-powered water purification system.
Recently, the Denver Chapter of the American Association of Blacks in Energy (AABE) honored Stewart with a "Colorado Energy Pioneer" award.  The award recognizes individuals for their sustained contributions to the economic and educational development of African-Americans.

Joe Rogers, Colorado lieutenant governor, praised the award recipients.  "You were prepared and determined men of integrity and vision as you ventured into uncharted waters more than 20 years ago," he said.  Rogers also commended the honorees for making huge sacrifices as energy entrepreneurs and professionals, and for daring to provide employment, education and economic benefits to African-Americans.

Stewart, a federal employee for more than 25 years, presently serves on a number of state, national and international advisory groups.  He has also served in various executive roles for U.S. delegations, including traveling to Rome, Cote d'Ivoire, India and Botswana.  In 1996, he led the delegation that concluded the first Memorandum of Agreement between the U.S. and Uganda.

Prior to his work in Golden, Stewart worked for DOE in Washington, D.C., where he served as a deputy assistant secretary in the Office of Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy, directing grant programs and providing technical assistance to state and localities.  Among these programs were the Institutional Conservation Program, State Energy Conservation Program, Weatherization Assistance Program and Inventions and Innovations Program.

Stewart also served for a time as Acting Assistant Secretary of the Office of Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy.

In 1988, he was named Energy Executive of the Year at the World Energy Engineering Congress.  The year before that Stewart won the annual Appreciation Award from the National Association of State Energy Officials.

As the primary field agent for DOE's Office of Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy, the Golden Field Office is responsible for promoting the development and commercialization of energy efficiency and renewable energy technologies by working with industry and administering the management and operating contract for the National Renewable Energy Laboratory.
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