DOE Invites Public to Comment on Nome Wind Turbine Proposal

The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) announced that the draft Environmental Assessment on a proposed wind turbine installation in Nome, Alaska is available public review and comment.

The turbine would be atop Anvil Mountain adjacent to a decommissioned U.S. Air Force Radar Station that was an element of the Alaska Communications System (White Alice Communication System).

DOE prepared the draft under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) on a proposal to construct and operate one or two commercially available wind turbines in Alaska.  DOE would provide technical and financial assistance to demonstrate the technology.  The purposes of the turbine would be to reduce consumption of petroleum-based fuels in rural Alaska and to expand commercial interest among existing utilities.

The first step of the process involves seeking environmental considerations from the public.  After the review period ends, a final Environmental Assessment will be issued.

A copy of the assessment is available at the Kegoayah Kozga Library at 200 Front Street in Nome.  A copy also can be requested from the DOE Golden Field Office by contacting NEPA Compliance Officer Steve Blazek at 303-275-4723.
Written comments -- positive or negative -- should be submitted to Blazek's attention at the DOE Golden Field Office, 1617 Cole Boulevard, Golden, CO  80401; emailed to steve_blazek@nrel.gov or faxed to 303-275-4790.

      For more information contact:

      John Horst, 303-275-4709

      Email:  john_horst@nrel.gov 

