Energy Department Awards $700,000 for Renewable Energy Projects to Native American Tribal Colleges and Universities

Seven Native American Tribal colleges and universities will receive $700,000 from the U.S. Department of Energy to study the feasibility of installing renewable energy technologies and integrating this work into educational curriculums.   Secretary of Energy Bill Richardson announced the awards today.
"The planning and installation of renewable energy systems on these campuses will not only be used for power generation but also will be a powerful tool in the experiential education of many of the leaders of future tribal generations," said Secretary Richardson.  "The seeds planted by these projects will bear fruit 

well ilnto the future since many students have strong ties to Native American reservations where energy supply is an important issue."

The Department's recently released Indian Energy Study --   one of several Native American initiatives that Secretary Richardson has set in motion over the past two years -- creates a foundation for long-range economic growth by helping tribes better evaluate their energy needs in order to improve access to services.

The seven geographically diverse projects concentrate on developing renewable energy resources readily available in each location.  The studies will demonstrate the potential for duplication as well as highlight the educational, economic and environmental benefits of developing locally available renewable resources. Exact funding amounts for each project are currently being negotiated and will be determined by the end of the month.

The following institutions will receive the Energy Department awards: 

· D Q University, Davis, Calif., with several affiliate sites on California   Indian reservations, to study the installation of renewable energy technology for power generation and experiential education. 

· Southwestern Indian Polytechnic Institute, Albuquerque, N.M., to study and   establish uses for renewable energy technology hardware around the campus, as well as develop educational resources.

· Stone Child College, Box Elder, Mont., located on the 120,000-acre Rocky Boy's Indian Reservation near the Canadian border, to monitor and assess renewable energy data collected on the proposed site of new college buildings. 

· Lac Courte Oreiles Ojibwa Community College, Hayward, Wis., located 150 miles northeast of Minneapolis, Minn., to determine feasibility for energy self sufficiency from multiple renewable resources.

· Sitting Bull College, Fort Yates, N.D., on the Standing Rock Sioux   Reservation, to evaluate various renewable energy technologies and make   provisions to implement the most viable at a new campus and in existing college buildings. 
· Northwest Indian College, Bellingham, Wash., to determine the technical and economic feasibility of various renewable energy technologies for the site and develop education and outreach programs based on this information. 
· Turtle Mountain Community College, Belcourt, N.D., to install a wind  monitoring system, collect data and use it as a hands-on training and   educational tool, and to determine further development of the site. 
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