Golden Field Office Waves Goodbye to Martin

He's spent many days in the sun finding ways to capture its energy.  Now the project engineer will spend upcoming days in the sun doing some hiking and fishing -- his favorite activities.

After nearly 11 years of service in Golden, Colorado, at the U.S. Department of Energy's Golden Field Office and at the National Renewable Energy Laboratory, Robert Martin is retiring.

Martin, of Littleton, helped guide the success of many industry partnerships at the Golden Field Office, including Solar Two, solar roof shingles and the Burlington, Vermont Biomass Gasifier.  All of them have won national awards.
Solar Two, a 300-foot power tower in California surrounded by 2,000 large mirrors, won a "Best of the Best" award from Popular Science Magazine.  The 10-megawatt solar electric plant could produce electricity on demand, even when the sun wasn't shining.

The gasifier -- which can convert renewable resources, such as wood waste, into gas for electric power generation -- captured the attention of R&D Magazine in 1998.  The magazine annually recognizes the year's 100 most significant technological innovations.  Last month, the gasifier successfully operated more 

than 24 hours, turning 285 tons of wood chips into SilvaGas, a clean substitute for natural gas.

Discover Magazine saw the importance of solar roof shingles in 1997, naming the project Best Technological Innovation for its design.
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