Students at Denver Schools Take a Break from CSAP Tests to Read Dr. Seuss, Receive 1754 Donated Books

In an effort to improve literacy in Colorado's schools, employees of the U.S. Department of Energy's (DOE) Golden Field Office, Denver Regional Office, and National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL) today delivered a total of 1754 books to two Denver Public Schools: Columbine Elementary and Lake Middle School. 

The donations were the result of a voluntary drive among DOE and NREL employees during February to collect new and used books for local schools in need. The effort coincides with DOE's nationwide initiative of conducting book drives to benefit local schools. 

"We've conducted the book drive for the past three years and this has been the most successful year yet," said Frank Stewart, manager of DOE's Golden Field Office. "Having greater access to books at school and home will help encourage kids to read and become better readers. Today's students will be the scientists and engineers we will need to keep our nation strong, and the first step must be to teach them to enjoy reading." 

Following the presentation of 880 books to Columbine, students took a break from the Colorado Student Assessment Program (CSAP) tests to participate in "Read Across America" Day and Dr. Seuss birthday activities, including reading Dr. Seuss books with staff from DOE and NREL. Read Across America is a nationwide campaign held every year on March 2 to emphasize the importance of community involvement in helping motivate children to read. 

Columbine and Lake plan to use the books for their library and in classrooms and to give to students who don't have access to books at home. 
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