DOE Narrows Alaska Wind Turbine Search to One Site

After more than two years of considering sites for a proposed wind turbine, the U.S. Department of Energy concluded Unalaska, Alaska, is no longer a location for the new technology.  Instead it will be demonstrated in Nome atop Anvil Mountain.

Though Unalaska was considered under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to design and build one or two commercially available wind turbines in Alaska, the site was dropped due to environmental concerns and estimated costs for the project.

The DOE and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service determined impact was too great on federal and state protected avian species along the coast.

An upland site seemed potentially acceptable but estimated costs exceeded more than $1 million to extend transmission lines.  Also wind speeds at the Unalaska Airport measured more than 190 mph, significantly higher than the average 28-30 mph it requires a commercial turbine to operate.

An environmental assessment is available for public review and comment at the Unalaska Public Library at 64 Eleanor Drive in Unalaska.

Written comments -- positive or negative -- should be submitted to Steve Blazek, NEPA Compliance Officer at the DOE Golden Field Office, 1617 Cole Boulevard, Golden, CO  80401; emailed to steve_blazek@nrel.gov or faxed to 303-275-4790.
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